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Please Save these Dates 

MODELING 
HISTORIC GLENDALE 

Monday, April 25 at 2pm 

Manistee Ranch 

“preservation of the past ” 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER 



The Board of Director’s 
met with City of Glen-
dale staff on March 1, 
2016 and discussed 
the major terms of the 
proposed agreement 
for the Glendale Arizo-
na Historical Society 
use of the Guest 
House at Sahuaro 
Ranch.  The city staff 
had suggested addi-
tional terms and Board 
members discussed 
the concern for the So-
ciety in meeting the 

terms. The Society prepared a marked up license 
agreement with strikeout and colored text for Soci-
ety suggested added words. The  Society Board 
members will review and meet again to provide 
their final input prior to providing the marked up 
proposed license agreement  to the City of Glen-
dale for consideration. The license agreement will 
mean major changes for the Society and how it 
operates. The major concern is the Society ability 
to have enough volunteers for docent duties at Sa-
huaro Ranch. With the support of the membership 
the Glendale Arizona Historical Society can make 
great achievements preserving and promoting 
Glendale’s history in partnership with the City of 
Glendale. 

The City of Glendale Historic Preservation Com-
mission will conduct its 13

th
 Annual Historic 

Preservation Bus tour sponsored by the Glendale 
Civic Pride Ambassadors on April 30, 2016 from 
8:30 AM to 12:00 PM meeting at the downtown 
Civic Center. It’s free!!! But participants must call 
623-930-2800 to make reservations. The bus tour 
will stop at Manistee Ranch for a tour of the ranch 
house. The Society has invited the city of Glen-
dale’s new city manager Kevin Phelps for a special 
tour of Manistee Ranch and the Guest House at 
Sahuaro Ranch. 

The Sunday GAHS Guest house tours from 1:00 
PM – 3:30 PM need docents to help. Please help 
us to keep the tours going and be successful. Call 
Marty or Carol at 623-435-0072 to sign up for a 
specific Sunday afternoon. 

Ron Short, President 

Board of Directors 

Please 
meet at the Glendale Civic Center, 5750 W. Glenn Drive, Glendale, AZ 

GLENDALE HISTORIC  
PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

13thANNUAL BUS TOUR 

Page 2 



Page 3 

What a delightful evening on February 22, 2016, 

where 42 members and guests listened to Mary Mor-

gan Vandever talk about her memories of growing up 

in Glendale.  

Mary told many humorous stories about people she 

grew up with and the joys of living in a small close-

knit community. Mary said it was just like “ Mayberry 

R.F.D.”   

Then Mary asked her sister Frankie Brown to provide 

some memories. Apparently, Frankie was quite the 

athlete in high school. She was active in track and 

could easily outrun the boys and won state champi-

onships until Afro-American girls, who were much 

bigger and faster won and she came in third at state.  

Emery Brown, talked about the various places he 

worked as a young boy. He said while working at the 

Glendale Food Locker one evening he skinned 50 

deer. Also, he and other boys use to go bird hunting 

on the Sands ranch north of Orangewood Avenue 

and one day Mr. Sands sent his big cowboy hand 

there to scare the boys. It worked. 

The GAHS office received an in-

quiry about the location of 1919 

Kove Circle. Graham Van Breems 

inquired and said he remembers 

attending elementary school in 

Glendale, but also lived in Phoe-

nix. His mother recently passed 

and he found a personal letter in 

her belongings from First Lady 

Mamie Doud Eisenhower to his 

mother, Mrs. Beatrice Van 

Breems, dated March 11, 1959. 

Graham would have been three 

years old. Mamie thanks Beatrice 

for her kindness and thoughtful-

ness during her stay at Maine 

Chance. The Maine Chance was 

a health and beauty farm owned 

by her friend, beautician Elizabeth 

Arden, located at the site of the 

Phoenician Resort. The portrait is 

of Mamie in 1959. The Maine 

Chance spa was Mamie’s favorite 

place to vacation. In 1958 she 

spent two weeks there trying to 

lose weight. Columnist Drew 

Pearson pointed out Mamie violat-

ed the Railroad Act by accepting 

gratis train travel to “ Maine 

Chance”  by her friend Elizabeth 

Arden, from which she received 

her first public criticism. Mamie 

fought a terrible rumor that she 

drank, since she had trouble 

keeping her balance. She finally 

came out publically and explained 

she had carotid sinus which af-

fected her balance. She also suf-

fered from Claustrophobia. 

Call the GAHS office if anyone 

knows about 1919 Kove Circle. 

This is the address on the White 

House letter. 



Glendale Arizona Historical Society 
PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 
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We bid a fond farewell to retired    
Glendale City Councilmember and dear 
friend of Glendale, Phil Lieberman 
who passed away last month.  

Phil served our 
city well for two 
decades, and will 
be missed. We 
send our         
sincerest        
condolences to 
his family. 


