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Please Save these Dates 

POTLUCK / INSTALLATION 
Monday, Jan 25 at 6:00 pm 

Manistee Ranch 

MEMORIES OF GLENDALE 
Karl Dennison & Mary Morgan Vandever 

Monday, Feb 22 at 7pm 
Manistee Ranch 

TOWN OF DREAMS 
Ron Brewster 

Monday, March 21 at 7pm 
Manistee Ranch 

PROGRAM  MEETING 
Monday, April 25 at 2pm 

Manistee Ranch 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Sunday, May 22 at 4pm 

Manistee Ranch 

“preservation of the past ” 

NOW YOU SEE IT AND THEN YOU DON’TNOW YOU SEE IT AND THEN YOU DON’T  
The Board wishes to thank the Rose Society of 
Glendale and their volunteers for a spectacular 
2015 rose garden season at Sahuaro Ranch. It’s 
one of the most beautiful places in Glendale, AZ. 
Well, the beauty is like a phantom and disappears 
in the night. The Deadhead volunteers did their 

major pruning on January 2, 2016. This means NO flowers until late March or 
early April. However, it won’t be long before over 300 rose bushes will look 
like the photo. The Historical Society will donate 4-5 rose bushes to fill in on 
the north side of the green grass oval and Candy Shepard will try to get      
donations for 25 rose bush replacements. Deadheading will start again in   
mid-April usually on the 3rd Friday of the month. Volunteers will be needed,  
so call Laura Hirsch at 602-920-1697 to make the rose garden beautiful. 

Start the year off right by attending the 
annual GAHS Potluck and elections on 
Monday, January 25, 2016 at 6:00 PM, 
Manistee Ranch, 5127 W. Northern 
Avenue (enter off of 51st Avenue). 
There will be a special member to install 
the Board of Directors. Please bring 
your favorite entrée, salad, side dish or 
desert. It would be appreciated if you 
could call 623-435-0072 and let Marty or 
Carol know what you are bringing to the 
potluck. You will be able to see the new      
interior improvements of the house. 
There will be ample time to share a 
story with your friends and say hello to 
new friends and guests. Bring a guest to 
the potluck and encourage them to join 
the Historical Society. The gatherings at 
Manistee Ranch are very special for all 
of us. 

The Board is looking forward in seeing 
and talking with you at this special time 
of the year and listening to your 
thoughts on how to improve the         
Historical Society. 



Page 2 

Here we go again into a new 
year - 2016. Again, the Board 
wishes each of you a healthy 
and  enjoyable year. The Board 
has a  major challenge for 2016, 
which is to come to an       
agreement with the City of   
Glendale for the use of Sahuaro 
Ranch. The agreement will 
change the roles of the Society 
at the Ranch and require       
considerable more effort in    
providing historical services at 
the ranch by the  society. This 
agreement success will be very 
dependent on the ability to get 
members to volunteer as       

docents. The Board went through the draft agreement, prepared by the 
city, at their December 1, 2015 Board meeting in detail and made      
several proposed changes based on the Board’s  perceived ability of the 
Society to perform the various tasks. The Board came to a consensus on 
seventeen (17) sections and voted approval. The Board will meet on 
January 5, 2016 at 9 AM at the Guest House to review the minutes of the 
meeting and the proposed changes to  concur with those proposed 
changes. Then the Board will meet on February 2, 2016 with a City   
representative(s) to discuss the Board’s changes and rationale. 

There’s trouble at the Ranch - Manistee Ranch that is. The historical 
property and the city park is being flooded with photographers and their 
groups. It is overwhelming the historical resources there. During the  
recent picnic people were climbing the trees and interfering with the  
picnic. Limos pull up and park with dozens of kids jumping out to take 
photos on the historical property and buildings as well as the park.     
Sahuaro Park requires a $100 commercial photographer permit to take 
photos or they are asked to leave. They have been coming to Manistee 
Ranch because there is no charge for photographers. Recently, Carol St. 
Clair had a lady and her kids wanting to know where we had Santa 
Claus, because a photographer is advertising photos of Santa Claus at 
Manistee Ranch. The people have no idea what is private Historical  
Society property and city owned property. The Board is working with the 
City asking for signs to be posted at the Manistee Ranch entrance      
explaining what is private and public property and that only authorized     
vehicles are allowed. We are also requesting more park ranger and   
police coverage on the weekends. 

Recently, the screens were torn out of the front porch and a valuable 
historic street sign was stolen. The company “Anything for Money” is  
doing the ceiling, steps, and porch, screen and door repairs for $4,200. 

Ron Short, President 
Board of Directors 

WOW!!  What a fun event - the annual GAHS     
Picnic. We had great weather and stimulating          
fellowship. Over 50 people attended, including  
several old timers - good to listen to their stories. 
We sincerely appreciate Mayor Jerry Weiers, Vice 
Mayor Ian Hugh and Councilmember Bart Turner 
for coming. They had a fun time enjoying the 
grounds of Manistee Ranch and the wonderfully 
delicious food prepared by members and guests. 

Manistee Ranch is a beautiful place for a picnic. 
People who put considerable work into making the 
picnic a success were Carol St. Clair, Martha   
Dennis and Marty Cole. Thank you for your      
dedication to the Historical Society. Don’t miss    
the picnic in 2016. 

GUHS/GHS Annual Alumni Reunion 
“All Class Reunion” 

The GUHS/GHS Alumni Reunion Committee has       
announced the date for the 2016 Alumni Reunion. The 
Reunion will be held in the Glendale High School      
Cafeteria on April 2, 2016 from 10:00AM until 4:00PM. 
Attendees will have the option of touring the facilities  
before lunch guided by current students of GHS.  The 
National Junior ROTC Color Guard and Vocal Ensemble 
will open the reunion and the buffet luncheon will be   
prepared by the School’s Award Winning Culinary Class. 
Mr. Bruce Heatwole, former student, teacher and       
Principal will be the Master of Ceremonies. 

Additional information may be found on the web-
site:  http://www.ghsaar.myevent.com.Tickets are re-
quired for attendance, Space is limited! Ticket prices in-
clude lunch and can be purchased on line at: http://
ghsaar.myevent.com or by mailing a self addressed enve-
lope to:  GUHS/GHS AAR Committee at PO Box 6288, 
Glendale AZ 85312. Include the following informa-
tion:  Name (include maiden name ), graduation year, 
name of spouse or other attending with you, contact info: 
Phone, email and/or Street address. Also indicate if a 
vegetarian entrée is preferred. Include a check made out 
to GUHS/GHSAAR for $18 per person attending. The 
deadline for reservations is March 19, 2016. 



THE PARK HOTEL BURNSTHE PARK HOTEL BURNS  
Glendale in 1910 had no paved streets or sidewalks,    
a few broad walks in the business area. There were a 
few street lights which the town constable lit each night. 
Horse and wagon were the transportation and hitching 
posts and water troughs were the normal along Main 
Street. Visitors and new residents arriving at the Santa 
Fe depot were sometimes met by the Hotel Glenwood 
owner, A.W. Bennett, who carrying a lantern, would 
carefully lead newcomers to his hotel along a path   
bordered by overhanging castor beans and reeking 
with odors from the close by livery stable.  

The hotel had one light bulb hanging from the ceiling. 
The hotel provided sleeping rooms for workers at the 
Beet Sugar Factory. The Park Hotel was the second 
hotel in town. The Glendale News edition published on 
October 4, 1912 described the burning of the Park    
Hotel, which was a frame structure located on the 1937 
site of O.S. Stapley company store. On the night of 
September 30, 1912 the first alarm did not gain much 
attention, because people thought it was a “charivari”, 
which is accompanied by much noise and commotion. 
However when the flames lit up the town people came 
out to help or watch.  

The fire was caused by a kerosene lamp explosion in a 
room on the second floor. Mr. Ivester, living on the first 
floor grabbed a bucket of water and raced up stairs to 
be met by a wall of flames. The volunteers gave up on 
saving the building and emptied the first floor of all   
furnishing including a large cooking range. There was 
an aged and infirmed man living on the second floor. 
Several young men rushed into the flaming building 
and carried him to safety. The old man lost his money, 
clothes and a gold watch worth less than $100. There 
was a prompt requisition of the wearing appeal of an 
absent editor of the News allowing the old man to     
discard his towel and install himself in a more extended 
outfit. The city horse cart was rolled up and hose at-
tached to the nearest fire plug, which was too short to 
reach the hotel or help the Methodist church and par-
sonage across the street.  

Charles Messenger tried to put water on the front of the 
church but the heat was unbearable. The firefighters 
went inside the church and through a hole in the stee-
ple fought the fire from inside the steeple. The second 
floor was reduced to ashes and no insurance and the 
first floor covered by insurance. 
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An Old Fashioned Christmas 
at Manistee Ranch 

Over 40 GAHS members, guests and new members 
gathered on Sunday, December 13, 2015 at 2 PM at 
Manistee Ranch for an old fashion Christmas with 
Christmas songs lead by Lannie Dewberry. When we 
sang Jingle Bells, the children could hear a jingle of 
bells coming from the kitchen and suddenly appeared 
Santa Claus wishing all a “Merry Christmas” and giving 
the children presents. It was announced that Buzz 
Sands had just donated to the Society $5,000, which 
will pay for the several repairs that are in progress for 
Manistee Ranch. Thank you Buzz for your generosity 
and commitment to helping preserve the significant 
Glendale Historic Landmark Manistee Ranch (1897). 
The Society appreciated the attendance of Council- 
members Jamie Aldama and Bart Turner, who joined 
in with the singing and fellowship. The members and 
guests provided some outstanding and yummy desserts 
and other foods for all to enjoy. The Board gives a huge 
thank you to Carol and Chuck St. Clair, their family and 
Dan Rentschier for decorating and setting up Manistee 
for the party. Martha Dennis and Marty Cole deserve a 
thank you for their help with the party. One important 
business item was conducted at the party. Marty Cole, 
Nomination Chair, provided the list of officers and direc-
tors nominated for 2016 and the members unanimously 
accepted the nominations. The election and installation 
of the Board will be at the January 25, 2016 potluck  
dinner at Manistee Ranch at 6:00 PM. 



Glendale Arizona Historical Society 
PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

This newsletter is a publication of the 
Glendale Arizona Historical Society 

 

PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 

The GAHS Office is located in the 
Sahuaro Ranch Guest House 

 
It is published eight (8) times per year, 

monthly — October through May 
 

GAHS Phone Numbers: 
Guest House Office: 623.435.0072 

Manistee Ranch Office: 623.931.8848 
Newsletter Editor: 602.770.8202 

 
GAHS E-mail: 

General Info: gahs73@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: gail@gcmeyers.com 

 
Visit our Website: 

www.glendalearizonahistoricalsociety.org 
 

Your Governing Board of Directors 
Ron Short…………….President 
Carol St. Clair…Vice President 
Jessica Koory………..Secretary 
Martha Cole………...Treasurer 
Gary Hirsch…………..Director 
Martha Dennis…….….Director 
Vesta  Roper…..…...…Director 
Rosemary Lynch….….Director 
Bud Zomok..……….….Director 
 

      The Glendale Arizona Historical Soci-
ety is designated as a Certified Historical 
Society by the Arizona  Historical Society. 
All Rights Reserved. 
 

Our next membership get together is 
GAHS Annual Potluck and Election 
Monday, January 25, 2016 at 6 pm 

Manistee Ranch, 5127 W. Northern 
   Please enter the driveway to Manistee Ranch 
from 51st Avenue, just south of Walgreens. 
Proceed through the parking lot, and continue 
through the open vehicle gate. Then keep right, 
and park along the dirt driveway. 

We are pleased to welcome 
our new members: 

Frances and Charles Wojculewicz 
 

We are sad to bid farewell to those 
we lost. Your Society had memorial 

donations for each of them: 
Bruce Burgmann 

Tom McCarthy 
John Seely 
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The Guest House at Sahuaro Ranch is scheduling its 
public tours between 1pm and 3:30pm each Sunday 
afternoon by the Glendale Arizona Historical  Society 
from October to May. Call 623-435-0072 to arrange 
group tours. (Last tour is at 3:00 PM) Schedule is sub-
ject to change. 

The Glendale Parks and Recreation Dept conducts tours 
of the Main House on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
from11am to 2pm, and on Sundays from 1pm to 4pm. 
For more information, or to  arrange a group tour call 
623-930-4201. 

The Historical Society conducts tours of the Manistee 
Ranch House and Office from October to May, on the 
first and third Saturdays of each month, from noon to 4 
PM. The last tour starts at 3 PM. This season’s remain-
ing tour dates are January 16; February 6 and 20; March 
5 and 19; April 2 and 16; May 7. Tour fees: adults $5, 
seniors $4. Ages 6-16 $1. GAHS members are free; 
(schedule is subject to change. Please call 623-435-
0072 for group tours and schedule information. Tours 
will close for the summer, and resume in October 2016. 

Ruth Byrne, 94, has been the backbone 
of our Society for decades. She has been 
the driver to preserve our historical    
resources and the chief promoter of our 
City’s history. Glendale even created an 
annual Ruth Byrne Historic Preservation 
Award . 
One of Ruth’s most amazing accomplish-
ments is coordinating volunteers and 
arranging for the Sahuaro Ranch Rose 
Garden weddings. The Historical Society 
facilitated weddings started in 1986. In 
2010 Ruth recorded an oral history and 
indicated there were 1,444 weddings 
facilitated by the Society. Today that 
number is over 1,800 after thirty (30) 
years of serving the community. 
Ruth moved to Lakewood, Colorado to 
be close to her family and will reside in a 
lovely senior community. Knowing Ruth, 
she will soon get active in the community 
up there. She will no doubt greatly miss 
Glendale and all her friends here. Let us 
know if you’d like to contact Ruth, and  
we’ll let you know how to reach her. 
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