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UPCOMING EVENTS

at a glance
Please Save These Dates

“Restoring a
Historic Home”
Presented by Tim Quinn
Monday, May 21, 2018 at 7:00 pm
Manistee Ranch

There’s still time to join the
15" ANNUAL HISTORIC
PRESERVATION TOUR
Saturday - May 5, 2018
8:45 am to 12 noon
Meet at the Glendale Civic Center
For information or reserved seating,
contact Cindy Gilchrist at
602-930-2831 or
cgilchrist@glendaleaz.com
(light refreshments will be served)

A presentation of the Glendale
Historic Freservation Commission

and sponsored by the
Glendale Civic Pride Ambassadors

Hickman Egg Ranch History
Gertie and Bill Hickman
October 22, 2018 at 7:00 pm
Manistee Ranch
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RESTORATION OF HISTORIC
CATLIN COURT HOME

Presented by:

TIM QUINN

Landscape Architect / Homeowner

Monday, May 21, 2018 at 7:00 PM

Historic Manistee Ranch, 5127 W. Northern Avenue
(enter off 51st Avenue)
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Society members and guests are
in for a real treat with Tim Quinn.
Tim is an interesting and
knowledgeable person who has
successfully restored a home in
Catlin Court, located at 5845 W.
Gardenia, built by the Woods
family in 1937.

The Woods family raised three
girls in the 980 square-foot home.
After the renovation, the Woods
sisters visited the house and Tim

even allowed the family to have a  historic restored home was
reunion at the house. Timis only ~ featured on HGTV’s Generation
its second owner. Renovation in 2005 and is listed

The bricks for the house came ~ On the National Register of
from a school on Central Avenue  Historic Places.

that the Woods girls had
attended. These bricks were

used because it was difficult to
find building materials during the
depression. The house has a
garage which Tim converted to a
guest house in the backyard. This

Tim will be taking us through his
processes, frustrations and joys
of the restoration. Please bring a
guest to enjoy and learn from this
program. Refreshments will be
provided by Lannie Dewberry and
Catherine Morgan.

NO MANSITEE RANCH TOURS
DURING THE SUMMER

From mid- May to October the Glendale Arizona Historical
Society does not provide tours of Manistee Ranch or the
Guest House at Sahuaro Ranch due to the hot weather.

The tours will resume in October 2018 and run to May
2019. The City of Glendale Parks and Recreation staff at
Sahuaro Ranch does provide free tours of the Main House
during the months of May, June and July on Friday and
Saturday from 10:00 am — 2:00 pm.

Call the Sahuaro Ranch staff at 623-930-4201 to arrange
group tours. Both Manistee Ranch Park at 5127 W.
Northern Avenue (enter from 51% Avenue) and Sahuaro
Ranch Historic Park are open dawn to dusk to the public.




President's Message

The Society’s activities will slow down during the May-September summer months. There are no Rose
Garden Weddings in June, July or August. Tours for the Guest House and Manistee Manor will cease

Ron Short, President
GAHS Board of Directors

until October. After the May 21, 2018 program by Tim Quinn, program meetings will resume on
October 22, 2018 with Gertie and Bill Hickman’s presentation on “The History of the Hickman Egg
Ranch”. The Board of Directors will not meet in June or July; the Guest House office will be open on a
reduced schedule (Tuesday and Thursday, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the summer months, and back to
the regular schedule in September); and the Newsletter will resume in October. Board members and
volunteers will continue to maintain Manistee Ranch during the summer, doing research for future

newsletter articles and assisting members and others at the Society office. Please contact us anytime
with questions or comments. Your Society staff and Board members are there for you; we look forward
to your help with weddings, tours, exhibits, library and other activities in the fall. Also, as we say
goodbye to Dan Rentscheler, let's be thankful for his long devotion and service to the Society and

Manistee Ranch.

“He Dearly Loved Manistee Ranch” ===,

One of the greatest supporters of Manistee
Ranch and the Glendale Arizona Historical
Society passed away in March. Dan Rentscheler,
66, died after his battle with cancer. Dan was
born in 1951 at Santa Cruz, CA His family moved
to Las Vegas, NV where Dan was a star football
player at his high school. He joined the Navy and
served on the USS Kitty Hawk aircraft carrier.
When he was discharged from the military he
lived in Goldfield, NV working as a carpenter
using skills his father had taught him. He married
and later had his first child, Heather.

His first encounter with Manistee Ranch was
working for a contractor fixing doors and windows
as part of its restoration. He and Chuck St. Clair,
who oversaw the restoration, became good
friends. Dan and his second daughter, Desiree,
volunteered to do tours at Manistee Ranch.
Desiree was just 13 when she started. and tours

through high school. Dan continued as a docent
until his health precluded volunteering.

An expert in fixing antiques at both Sahuaro
Ranch and Manistee Ranch, Dan did the
handyman work at both locations for many years.
He set up the tables and chairs for Manistee
Ranch meetings. Dan’s favorite place to eat was
at Parson’s Restaurant, where he and Chuck
spent many an hour, and became very close to
Ruth Byrne, working for her one day a week. He
also did handyman work for Julia Phillips.

Dan was an integral part of many Glendale
Arizona Historical Society activities and a major
contributor in maintaining Manistee Ranch. Carol
St. Clair, past GAHS President commented, ‘He
dearly loved Manistee Ranch.”

Thank you, Dan for being a great friend and for
helping to preserve part of Glendale’s history.

kDan made a world of difference
at his beloved Manistee Ranch
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New Concept in School Facilities

From 1913 to 1920 the local grammar school
constructed 37 new buildings, of which 34 were
single classrooms called a ‘unit”plan. This school’s adjoining rooms. EASE OF ACCESS: The units were
unit system was perhaps the biggest in the world -  a low risk for fire hazard since they were steam

on 23 acres. The largest buildings were an
auditorium, a library and music room, a home
economics building for cooking and sewing classes
and a manual training building.

The unit system’s advantages over traditional
school buildings included: LIGHTING: Classrooms
had windows on the west and north. Pupils faced
east, so light came from the rear and left side.
VENTILATION: Doors and windows were ventilated
from three sides, with four special ventilators
(which never closed) and even more ventilation
through the ceiling and floors. NOISE: There were
no distracting sounds in the corridors or from

heated, with wide spacing between buildings and
doors opening to the outside FLEXIBILITY: The unit
plan allowed for more buildings, and construction
cost was less per classroom than a large building
with many classrooms. Students could easily be
segregated when they were sick, lessening the
spread of contagious or infectious diseases.

The school district started to demolish the single
classroom buildings in 1960 and today the only
one left, builtin 1920, is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. That building, part of a
complex referred to as the Unit #1 Landmark
School, is located on the east side of the School
District 40 Administration Building, at 7301 N. 58"
Avenue in Glendale, Arizona.



From Glendale
Grammar School...

In 1932 Glendale Grammar
School Superintendent Harold
W. Smith hired Ralph Hess as
the music teacher. Though he
had never taught music, he was
asked to include instrumental
music instruction. He taught the
vocal music program in three
sections each in all of the
grades from 1 through 8",
sometimes even kindergarten.

Most of the students in the
instrumental program were
beginners and the school only
had one old tuba. Mr. Hess had
to convince parents to buy
instruments. By the end of the
school year, he'd accumulated a
school orchestra that performed
before the PTA, eighth grade
graduation and at the Phoenix
JayCee Rodeo. A photo of them
marching in the rodeo parade
appeared in Arizona Highways
Magazine.

Mr. Hess taught at Glendale
Grammar School for thirteen
years. His most cherished
events were the annual 7" and
8" grade operettas.

Following his successful career
at Glendale Grammar School,
Ralph Hess became the
Orpheus Male Chorus Director
for nearly 34 years. He took the
chorus to Mexico, Europe,
Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, and Hawaii. Governor
Paul Fannin proclaimed the
Chorus “Arizona’s Cowboy
Ambassadors.”

The greatest event was when
the Chorus sang the national
anthem before President John
F. Kennedy in 1961.

...to the Orpheus
Male Choi

The Glendale Beet Sugar Factory

“Resforing the Majesty”

Glendale’s most famous historic structure looms
above us at 52™ and Glendale Avenues. It stands
in empty silence, longing for revitalization, to be
useful again. And now there is a realistic hope that
the wait may be just about over.

|
‘ Glendale Beet Sugar Factory, ca 1908

The venture into beet sugar processing failed due to poor planning, misinformation and
bad luck. A federal agricultural agency experimented in growing sugar beets in the Salt
River Valley,which convinced a small group of investors to contribute $2 to $3 million
to create-a beet 'sugar industry in Glendale. They formed the Southwestern Land and
Sugar Company, sold land to local farmers with an agreement to plant sugar beets,
and dedicated land of their own for sugar beets as well. Many wells were dug north of
Glendale to irrigate the crop. An irrigation ditch was dug from the Arizona Canal along
51 Avenue from what is now Cactus Avenue to provide water for the refining process.

Construction on an as farmers began to plant sugar beets; however
construction su he beets were ready, but there was no market. Many
farmers stopped plafting\s eets. The following December, a Mr. Meyers was
brought in to supervise the completion of the project. When construction resumed,
material to make bricks for the structure and smoke stack was dug from a field behind
the building to create them on-site. The beet sugar factory finally opened, and began
processing the beet pulp for conversion into sugar.

The first hundred sacks of the product weredelivered to McKee’s Cash Store. Since
labor was in short supply, local developers Green and Giriffin, brought 170 Russian
families to Glendale to work the fields. By 1912, it looked like the beet sugar factory’s
promise of wealth for the Valley was finally coming true...but that was not to be.

After just a few years, the beet sugar factory closed. The crops failed, falling victim to
beet viruses and the white fly that lived on the leaves. The roots could not produce
enough sugar in the beets — their content wasjtooow,to use. World War | created a
renewed demand for sugar and the factory opened adain/to process sugar shipped
from other beet growing areas. However, patentinfringemenit issues with Spreckles
Sugar Company meant that sugar beets grown locally could not be processed here,
but rather, had to be sent directly to Spreckles. That's when Southwestern Sugar
and Land Company switched to raising cane sugar, installing a huge cane crusher at
the factory. A few farmers tried growing sugar cane, but because cane didn' flourish
here any better than the beets did, that effort also failed. The factory sat idle again, as
Southwestern faced bankruptcy. At least they were able to sell the processing
equipment to Great Western Sugar Company of Coloratlo.

After Prohibition was repealed, a beer distributor used a portier ory until, in
1935, it was purchased for back taxes by Phillip Ringer, one of Southwest’s original
investors. In 1938, the Squirt Company leased the factory to produce its grapefruit
drink concentrate. Squirt removed the old sugar cane crusher and restored part of the
building. But...bad luck continued to curse the factory, as lightning struck the chimney

and corner of the building in 1960, which required removal of the chimney
The 1906 Beet Sugar Factory was the first historic building in Glenda@o@i%

the National Register of Historic Places.

Today, the Beet Sugar Factory is owned by Ray Klemp
and his family, who are now launching long-awaited
plans to restore it gradually over the coming decade.
After exterior and structural improvements, the Klemp
family: wants'to Use the factory as a community attraction
andliquor/barrel-storage depot. Their dream is that
someday it will become a distillery, museum and

community entertainment mecca, showcasing the - TE i
grandeur of this important part of Glendale’s history.
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Our next member get-together is:

“Restoring a Historic Home”
Presented by Homeowner Tim Quinn
Monday, May 21 at 7:00 pm
at Historic Manistee Ranch

Please enter the driveway to Manistee Ranch
from 51 Avenue, just south of Walgreens.
Proceed through the parking lot, and continue
through the open vehicle gate. Then keep right,
and park along the dirt driveway.
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Welcome to our newest members:

Bob and Chris Irish
Treva Clark
Theresa Damiani

GLENDALE NEWS OF 1916

In the early 1900s, the
Arizona Republic provided
a special section for news or
full articles about activities in
Glendale. Here are some
examples from 1916:

JUNE 24, 1916 A group of
Glendale boys left to join the
Phoenix Company of the
First Arizona infantry,
headed for the border. Girls
were planning a blowout at
the auto station, but the boys
had already left, so they sent
them a big bouquet of roses
from Councilmember Stout’s
office. The boys wished they
had hung around Glendale a
little longer to get the loving
goodbyes in person.

JANUARY 9, 1916 A group
of local leaders started a
petition movement urging,

local ex-banker, C.H. Tinker
to run for Mayor of Glendale.
The group met downtown
and as a group marched to
C.H. Tinker’s house to
present him the petition. Mr.
Tinker was so impressed
with the petition that he
accepted the challenge,
claiming, if elected, he would
give the office the same
attention he would accord
his private business affairs.
He won the election.

JANUARY 15, 1916 Local
surveyor, William H. Bartlett
had just finished surveying
1,000 acres of land for the
Western Sugar and Land
Company at Marinette. The
land was divided into 20 acre
fields for sugar cane.

JANUARY 22, 1916 Glendale
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Sine Brothers Machine Shop

Glendale, Arizona, ca 1916

and Tempe high school
baseball teams nearly came
to blows using bats. It was
the first game together for
the Glendale baseball team.
Glendale was doing well and
the coach switched the
batting order to stronger
players to get more runs.
The other team got wind of it
and the game was stopped.
The two teams met on the
field nearly ready to fight, but
things calmed down and the
coach consented to change
the score to 6-6. Glendale
got one more run and won
the game.



