
 Volume 33,  Issue 7 NOVEMBER 2013 NEWSLETTER 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
“At a Glance” 

Please Save these Dates 
 
 

 
NOW through MARCH, 2014 

Membership Drive 
“Start Spreadin’ the Word.” 

 

NOVEMBER 16, 2013 
GAHS 40th Anniversary 

Old Timers Picnic 
 

NOVEMBER 21, 2013 
Landmark School’s 

Centennial Celebration 
 

NOVEMBER 28, 2013 
Happy Thanksgiving 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 29-30, 2013 
Glendale Glitter and Glow 

Spectacular Weekend 
 

DECEMBER 6-7, 2013 
Spirit of Giving Weekend, Glendale 

 

DECEMBER 15, 2013 
GAHS Christmas Party 

Highlights Inside 
Chang Preserves History 2 

Annual Old Timers’ Picnic 2 

Rose Garden Weddings 3 

Historic Tour Schedules 3 

Wild West Festival  4 

Fall has come to Glendale, and the 
Glendale Arizona Historical Society is 
in full swing with meetings, oral histo-
ries, exhibits, tours and weddings. 

All we need now are volunteers to 
help with tours of our historic ranches. 
Tour schedules are posted on page 3 
of this newsletter. Martha Dennis 
(Guest House) and Carol St. Clair 
(Manistee Ranch) will do the training. 
Please say you’ll help. 

Touring our ranches provides        
residents and visitors an excellent     
opportunity to learn interesting facts 
and stories about Glendale from our 
Society members. 

The Manistee Ranch House has     
undergone needed repairs thanks to 
Councilmember Ian Hugh. The back 
porch and steps near the lift have 
been replaced with new boards, and 
the front steps have been painted, and 
new non-slip strips have been applied.  

Most of the work that has been done 
to the Sahuaro Ranch Rose Garden is 
thanks to the many Rose Society    
volunteers, and to Paul King, Glendale  
Parks and Recreation, and his staff. 
Repairs are being made to the irriga-

tion system now, and 
new rose bushes will 
be planted in January. 

It is an immense 
amount of work by the 
Rose Society’s volunteer group called 
the “dead-headers”, the City of Glen-
dale, and others to keep up the Rose 
Garden, and it’s beautiful. 

President’s Message 

Ron Short, President 
Board of Directors 

“preservation of the past ” 
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START SPREADIN’ THE WORD 
The “DRIVE” is on for New Members 

Please join in the important work of building our GAHS member-
ship. Your membership committee has set the lofty goal of 55 
new members by the end of the first quarter 2014, and I think 
we can do it. If only 1/3 of us invite just one new member to join 
between now and March 31, 2014, we’re there.  

Prizes will be awarded, both to our new members, and to those 
who bring our new members in. Then, a potluck get-together is 
being planned for sometime in April to celebrate the success of 
our drive, where we’ll give away even more prizes. We’ll be 
passing out brand new membership applications and lots of  
details about the membership drive at our Old Timers picnic. 

Just think how great it will be to have fun and win prizes while 
growing our Society. We all know how important membership 
growth is to our continued success, so . . . start “SPREADIN’ 
THE WORD,” and thank you!    

                              Gary Hirsch, Membership Chairman 

After taking care of a little Society business, 
GAHS president Ron Short introduced   
Glendale businessman David Chang who 
had recently been awarded the Ruth Byrne 
Preservation Award by the Historic Preser-
vation Commission.  

Mr. Chang gave a slide presentation about 
the painstaking methods he and his team 
made in restoring some of Glendale’s oldest 
buildings, making sure that such things as 
the original tin ceilings and wood from the 
original flooring were saved and reused. He 
gave us highlights of the future use of these old, now new, 
buildings, and some projections of when they will be open for 
business.  

His presentation was informative and entertaining, and helped 
us all see what can be accomplished with vision, hard work and 
a deep respect for our historic integrity. David, you have the  
sincere thanks of the Glendale Arizona Historic Society. 

David Chang Preserves our History 
GAHS Program Speaker, Oct 28, 2013 

David Chang 

It’s hard to believe that 40 years have 
passed since a group of Glendale citizens 
formed the Glendale Arizona Historical 
Society back in 1973. Over the years, the   
Society has grown to be a respected and 
cherished community organization that 
has indeed preserved and promoted 
Glendale’s history. 

An important and traditional annual event 
is the November picnic. GAHS members, 
guests and friends are urged to attend the 
picnic and celebrate not only the 40 year 
anniversary, but honor the “old timers” 
who have helped to make Glendale great. 

“Old Timers” please plan to attend and be      
honored. There will be free hot dogs and 
beverages, and plenty of fellowship with 
old and new friends. (Feel free to bring 
your favorite side dish.) 

GAHS CELEBRATES  
its  40th ANNIVERSARY 

with a 

POT LUCK PICINIC 
to honor its 

“OLD TIMERS” 
Saturday, November 16, 2013 

NOON — 4:00 PM 
at 

MANISTEE RANCH  
5127 W. Northern, in Glendale 

(directions on page 4) 
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Weddings in the Air 
Belles & Beaus Needed 

by Ron Short, President of the Board 

Sahuaro Ranch Rose Garden weddings are 
very interesting and rewarding as a Wedding 
Belle or Beau. These volunteers assist the 
wedding party and answer questions.        
Weddings are the Society’s main way to raise 
funds allowing for operation of the Society’s 
office at the Guest House, which includes a 
part-time secretary, handyman and photo tech 
(Photo Digital Project). Please call 623-435-
0072 and tell Carol Hook you would like to be 
a Wedding Belle or Beau. It is fascinating to 
watch the wedding process, bride and groom 
and wedding party with their smiles, pleasant 
words and aspirations for the future. The wed-
dings can be very entertaining and fun. Once, 
the entire wedding party was dressed in me-
dieval attire, including swords. Another, the 
groom, groomsmen and minister were all in 
Marine uniforms. The groom thought we did a 
terrific job with the military exhibit. He and his 
wife were having their photos taken in the 
walkway between the Main House and Guest 
House. There were a couple men reading the 
plaque at the end of the ramp. He straightened 
up in his uniform, marched down the ramp to 
the two men reading the plaque and said 
“Could you move? We are taking photos.” 
Those two fellows both jumped about a foot in 
the air and said “Yes”.  It’s never a dull        
moment as a volunteer. 

The Arizona State Legislature is considering the reauthoriza-
tion of the Arizona Historical Society. Every ten years, the   
Society is considered for sun-setting by the State Legislature. 
Established by law on November 7, 1864 to preserve the   
history of Arizona, the Society is awarded $4 million dollars 
annually in order to provide valuable services to Arizonans. Its 
mission is to preserve, collect and explore Arizona’s diverse 
cultural and natural history through its innovative services, 
educational and public programs, collections, stewardship, 
museums and publications. AHS provides connections to the 
past, perspectives on the present and inspiration for the     
future.  GAHS applies for an AHS grant and receives $1,200 
annually from AHS for the Photo Digital Project at Manistee 
Ranch. You are encouraged to contact your state representa-
tive and senator to express your support for AHS and recom-
mend AHS receive reauthorization. 

If you don’t have your legislators’ contact information, call the 
Arizona State Senate at 602.926.3559, the State House of 
Representatives at 602.926.4221, or either of them toll-free at 
1.800.352.8404. You may also get the information on-line at 
az.gov and follow the links. 

PLEASE 
HELP 
OUR 

2013-2014 Season Tour Schedules 
The Guest House at Sahuaro Ranch is now open, with 
its scheduled public tours being held between 1:00 pm 
and 3:30 pm each Sunday Afternoon (the last tour begins 
at 3:00 pm).  

The tour schedule for Manistee Ranch is: 
The first and third Saturdays of each month with just a     
couple of exceptions. Following is the remainder of this 
season’s schedule: 

November 9 & 23, 2013 
December 7, 2013 

January 4 & 18, 2014 

February 1 & 15, 2014 
March 1 & 15, 2014 
April 5 & 19, 2014 

May 3, 2014 
Tour hours at Manistee are from NOON to 4:00 pm (the 
last tour begins at 3:00 pm). 

The Rose Garden is a spectacular setting for a Wedding, 
with the beautiful Ranch Houses as  its backdrop, and the 
new arch for the ceremony 



Glendale Arizona Historical Society 
PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The sunny Sunday of October 13th brought a lot of 
visitors to the Ranch. Many of them joined in the 
opening of the fall/winter tour season of the Guest 
House. Thirty four tour guests viewed the Military 
Exhibit and heard much about the histories of    
Sahuaro Ranch and the City of Glendale. 

The City hosted the annual Wild West Festival, 
October 25th through the 27th. The Guest House 
was open to accommodate festival visitors, where 
we welcomed nearly 1,500 guests and received more than $250 in dona-
tions. Many thanks to all of you who helped out on this event: 

If you would like to volunteer at weddings, as a tour guide or docent, please 
call us at 623.435.0072. 

This newsletter is a publication of the 
Glendale Arizona Historical Society 

 

PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 

The GAHS Office is located in the 
Sahuaro Ranch Guest House 

 
It is published eight (8) times per year, 

monthly —   October through May 
 

GAHS Phone Numbers: 
Guest House Office: 623.435.0072 

Manistee Ranch Office: 623.931.8848 
Newsletter Editor: 602.770.8202 

 
GAHS E-mail: 

General Info: gahs73@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: gail@gcmeyers.com 

 
Visit our Website: 

www.glendalearizonahistoricalsociety.org 
 

Your Governing Board of Directors 
Ron Short…………….President 
Carol St. Clair…Vice President 
Jessica Koory………..Secretary 
Martha Cole………...Treasurer 
Ruth Byrne.…………..Director 
Martha Dennis……….Director 
Mickey Lund…………Director 
Rosemary Lynch…….Director 
Julia Phillips………….Director 
 

      The Glendale Arizona Historical Soci-
ety is designated as a Certified Historical 
Society by the Arizona Historical Society. 
All Rights Reserved. 
 
Our next membership event, our “Old Timers” 

and 40th Anniversary picnic, will be held: 
November 16, 2013 at NOON 

Manistee Ranch, 5127 West Northern 
   Please enter the driveway to Manistee Ranch 
from 51st Avenue, just south of Walgreen’s. 
Proceed through the parking lot, and continue 
on through the open vehicle gate. Then keep 
right, and park along the dirt driveway. 
 

Welcome New Members 
 We didn’t enroll any new members 
this month, but look out! We kick off 
our membership drive November 
16th, which promises to be a great 
success. Start thinking about friends 
and family members you want to  
invite to join the GAHS! 

In Memoriam 
 We say farewell to member Paul 
Reveles who passed away Friday, 
November 1st. We will miss him, and 
offer our sincere condolences to his 
wife Valorie and their family. 
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SAHUARO NOTES 
from Julia Phillips 

Yolanda Borsch 
Joanna Burton 

Ruth Byrne 
Marty Cole 

Martha Dennis 

Margaret George 
Alyssa Gray 
Carol Hook 

Jodie Kallberg 
Jessica Koory 

Rosemary Lynch 
Karley May 

Irma Morgan 
Mary Renner 
Vesta Roper 

Harold Rucker 
Dorothy Rucker 
Elaine Scruggs 

Ron Short 
Peggy Vise 
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