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Please Save these Dates 

THE HISTORY OF WATER 
Monday, Oct 27th at 7:00 pm 

Manistee Ranch 

OLD TIMERS’ PICNIC 
Saturday, Nov 22, at 11:30 am 

Manistee Ranch 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Sunday, Dec 14th at 2:00 pm 

Manistee Ranch 

POTLUCK 
Monday, Jan 26th at 6:00 pm 

Manistee Ranch 

HISTORY OF THE FIRST 
METHODIST CHURCH 

with PASTOR GLADDING 
Monday, Feb 26th at 7:00 pm 

Manistee Ranch 

“preservation of the past ” 

Plan to attend our October 27, 2014 meeting at which City of 
Glendale Water Services Deputy Director, Dr. Doug Kupel, will 
be our guest speaker.  

Water was critical to the settlement and development of       
Glendale in the past and is essential for its future. Dr. Kupel will      
provide an informative presentation on the role water has played 
in Glendale and other urban communities in Arizona. He will also 
discuss the future planning for an adequate water supply for the 
community. Dr. Kupel is not only an outstanding water expert, 
but also an expert in historic preservation. He is the person who 
did the research and narratives for nominating  several   historic 
districts and buildings for the National Register of Historic Places 
in Glendale. 

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to learn about water history as well as have great  
fellowship with participants. Refreshments will be served. Members, guests and any      
interested persons are invited to attend the GAHS monthly membership meeting and 
experience the beautiful historic Manistee Ranch House. 

Dr. Doug Kupel 
Deputy Director 

Glendale Water Services 

 

Sincere thanks are extended to the talented and generous Horizon Quilters. 
They have donated a lovely handmade quilt created by twelve of their members. 
Many Glendale landmarks are depicted on the 4 x 8 1/2 ‘ quilt. Some of the 
landmarks are the town 
clock, the beet sugar factory 
and Landmark School.  
The Horizon Quilt is on     
display in the hallway of the 
Guest House at Sahuaro 
Ranch Park. A special thank 
you to Bart Turner who     
installed the quilt. It is a real 
treasure. 



The summer has passed and 
the Society is back with its vari-
ety of programs and activities. 
Your President has undergone 
a couple operations and has 
been medically recovering dur-
ing the summer. The Society 
Board held their annual retreat 
on August 20, 2014. The regu-
lar office hours for the Society 
office at the Guest House Sa-
huaro Ranch resumed after La-
bor Day. The office is open is 
Monday through Friday from 10 
AM – 2 PM. 

There were 40 weddings con-
ducted from January through 
May, 2014. This fall is opening 
up with five weddings in Sep-
tember and ten weddings for 
October. This means the Soci-
ety needs volunteers to help 

with the weddings. Please call 
623-435-0072 and talk with 
Josie Reardon, secretary about 
opportunities to be a wedding 
belle. This volunteer service is 
critical to maintaining the wed-
dings. 

Chuck St. Clair has been ill 
through the summer and is cur-
rently at a very nice rehabilita-
tion facility in Glendale. Chuck 
is doing better. Carol St. Clair 
has been at his side helping him 
to improve his health. Our sec-
retary’s husband, Tim, has also 
been experiencing medical is-
sues and Josie has provided 
great help to her husband dur-
ing these difficult times. 

The Society Board is looking 
forward to many fun and infor-
mative meetings throughout the 

year. There is a calendar of 
events in the newsletter. This 
fall the Board will resume its 
oral history recordings with the 
help of Kathy Palmer and Ruth 
Byrne. 

The Board did decide to charge 
$5 for an obit request, due to 
the amount of labor and $15 for 
a photo request. The Arizona 
Republic continues to publish 
weekly on Friday in the tabloid 
insert a historical Glendale 
photo and story. The newspa-
per informs us this is a very 
popular feature and the Society 
does get compliments from 
readers for the photos. 

Carol St. Clair is to be thanked 
for providing the photos to the 
newspaper. 
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President’s Message 

Ron Short, President 
Board of Directors 

October 27, 2014 7:00 pm Manistee Ranch Dr. Doug Kupel “The History of Water” 

November 22, 2014 11:30 am Manistee Ranch Society and “Old Timers” Picnic 

December 14, 2014 2:00 pm Manistee Ranch Christmas Party 

January 26, 2015 6:00 pm Manistee Ranch Annual Potluck and Installation of Officers 

February 23, 2015 7:00 pm Manistee Ranch 
Pastor Kim Gladding 

“History of the First United Methodist Church” 

March 23, 2015 2:00 pm Manistee Ranch Thelma Heatwole Videos 

April 27, 2015 7:00 pm Manistee Ranch Monthly Program, to be Announced 

May 24, 2015 4:00 pm Manistee Ranch Annual Ice Cream Social 

PLAN AHEAD PLAN AHEAD --  GAHS CALENDARGAHS CALENDAR  

DDATEATE  TTIMEIME  LLOCATIONOCATION  EEVENTVENT  
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The Glendale Arizona Historical Society two major activities of weddings and tours of the 
Guest House and Manistee Ranch are absolutely dependent on volunteers to operate. 
There are more than twenty weddings booked now through December. Most are on Satur-
days, although some are during week and on Sundays. Volunteers are asked to help facili-
tate the wedding by opening the Guest House, answering questions, offer equipment and 
supplies and be a friendly representative of GAHS. Weddings are fun and interesting. It 
makes you feel real good to see the couples and wedding party all dressed up and in a happy mode. Every wedding is dif-
ferent. So, if you want a great way to feel real good about people and help GAHS, please volunteer to facilitate the wed-
dings. Call 623-435-0072 and ask Josie Reardon what wedding dates are available for your help. Also, every Sunday after-
noon GAHS has tours of the Guest House and Adobe House. Volunteers are needed to help with those tours as well as for 
Manistee Ranch. 

You too could be as happy as this smiling group of 
GAHS Volunteers! Call us to get in on the fun! 

The Glendale Arizona Historical Society 
adopted a project in 2013 to create a 24” 
x 36” contoured top bronze plaque to tell 
the story of Glendale’s native son Martin 
David Robinson better known as Marty 
Robbins, an American music legend. It 
has been a long and difficult journey for 
the Board of Directors with this project, 
but in cooperation with the Friends of 
Marty Robbins a plaque layout was de-
veloped with a 8” x 10 “ colored photo-
graph of Marty Robbins. The Society 
worked with the City of Glendale Parks 
and Recreation Department and re-
ceived approval to place the plaque at 
the amphitheater in Murphy Park. The 
plaque is located at the top of the amphi-
theater at Murphy Park. Marty played, 
sang and decided to change his name to 
Marty Robbins at the Murphy Park loca-
tion. The text of the plaque tells of 
Marty’s growing up in Glendale, going to 
WWII, returning to Glendale, marrying 
his hometown sweetheart, singing in 
local establishments, radio stations and 
television until he was discovered and 
signed a recording contact with Colum-
bia Records. The plaque text describes 

his rise in Country Music, movies, 
publishing and NASCAR racing. 
Marty had a series of hearts attacks 
and was one of the first in the coun-
try to have heart bypass surgery. 
During the fall of 1982 Marty was 
inducted into the Country Music Hall 
of Fame (October), drove his last 
NASCAR race (November) and died 
on December 8, 1982. 

The Marty Robbins plaque was cre-
ated due to the kind generosity of 
Bill and Gertie Hickman in donating 
$3, 657 for the plaque and installa-
tion. The plaque indicates funding is 
by his friends Bill and Gertie Hickman. 
Bill Hickman talked about his friendship 
with Marty Robbins in Glendale and the 
things they did together in their youth. 
Bill and Gertie went to Marty’s concerts 
in the Valley and were always treated 
with great respect and friendship by 
Marty Robbins. The Glendale Arizona 
Historical Society is greatly appreciative 
of the Friends of Marty Robbins, The 
City of Glendale Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Commission and staff and of 
Bill and Gertie Hickman for their support.  

Erie Landmark Company manufactured 
the plaque. Raymo and Brooks Con-
struction installed the plaque. The His-
torical Society and Friends of Marty Rob-
bins arranged for a plaque dedication 
ceremony for September 26, 2014 at 1 
PM at the Murphy Park amphitheater. 
The City Council, Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Friends of Marty Robbins, 
the Glendale Historical Society, Bill and 
Gertie Hickman and the general public 
were invited to the dedication. 



Glendale Arizona Historical Society 
PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

This newsletter is a publication of the 
Glendale Arizona Historical Society 

 

PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 

The GAHS Office is located in the 
Sahuaro Ranch Guest House 

 
It is published eight (8) times per year, 

monthly — October through May 
 

GAHS Phone Numbers: 
Guest House Office: 623.435.0072 

Manistee Ranch Office: 623.931.8848 
Newsletter Editor: 602.770.8202 

 
GAHS E-mail: 

General Info: gahs73@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: gail@gcmeyers.com 

 
Visit our Website: 

www.glendalearizonahistoricalsociety.org 
 

Your Governing Board of Directors 
Ron Short…………….President 
Carol St. Clair…Vice President 
Jessica Koory………..Secretary 
Martha Cole………...Treasurer 
Ruth Byrne.…………...Director 
Martha Dennis…….….Director 
Mickey Lund……….…Director 
Rosemary Lynch….….Director 
Julia Phillips……….….Director 
 

      The Glendale Arizona Historical Soci-
ety is designated as a Certified Historical 
Society by the Arizona  Historical Society. 
All Rights Reserved. 
 

Our next membership get together is 
THE HISTORY OF WATER 

Monday, Oct 27, 2014 at 7:00 pm 
Manistee Ranch, 5127 W. Northern 

   Please enter the driveway to Manistee Ranch 
from 51st Avenue, just south of Walgreens. 
Proceed through the parking lot, and continue 
through the open vehicle gate. Then keep right, 
and park along the dirt driveway. 

New 2014 / 2015 Schedule 
 The City of Glendale Parks and Recreation Department conducts 
tours of the Main House October to May on Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM and Sunday 1:00 PM – 4 PM. Call 623-930
-4200 for information and group tours. The Glendale Arizona Historical 
Society conducts tours of the Guest House October to May on Sunday, 
1 PM – 3:30 PM.  Group tours may be arranged by calling 623-435-0072 

The Glendale Arizona Historical Society conducts tours of Manistee 
Ranch and Office, 5127 W. Northern Avenue, Glendale, AZ (enter off of 
51st Avenue parking lot) October – May, Saturdays of October 4 and 18, 
November 1 and 15, December 6, January 3 and 17, February 7 and 21, 
March 7 and 21 and April 4 and 18 and May 2. Tours are from 12:00 PM 
– 4:00 PM (Last tour starts at 3:00 PM). Adults are $5, seniors $4 and 
Ages 6-16, $1. Group tours may be arranged by calling 623-435-0072 

(Schedules are subject to change without notice) 

We are pleased to welcome six new 
members to the GAHS: 

B. Diane Brick 
Vicki Hunt 

John and Pat Lopez 
Anthony Parker II 
Patricia Stanaski 
Merideth Whiteley 

Love and prayers go out to the family and 
friends of the beloved members we lost: 

Martha Campbell 
Dr. Bob Easley 
Billie Eggleston 

They will all be deeply missed. 
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