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ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Sunday, May 22 at 4pm 
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TOURS AND MEETINGS 
RESUME THIS FALL. 

WE’LL SEE YOU THEN! 

“preservation of the past ” 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER 

Samuel Sloan Jack was 
born on August 9, 1905 in 
Flagstaff, AZ, but went to 
Glendale schools and 
graduated from Phoenix 
Union High School. He 
was accepted into the 

United States Naval Academy in 1923 and    
graduated in 1927. He received early ground and 
aviation training. He went to fight in the Second 
Nicaraguan Campaign in 1931.  

Lieutenant Jack, facing heavy machine and rifle 
fire located and bombed bandits in his aircraft and 
then located another bandit camp and lead troops 
to that location. This resulted in a brilliant success 
and Lieutenant Jack was awarded the Navy Cross. 
He then took post-graduate work in aeronautical 
engineering at Cal-Tech, 1935-38 and then duty in 
Engineering Section of the Navy, 1938-1940.  He 
went to WWII and as Colonel Jack he was      

Commanding Officer of all Navy and Marine Corps 
Fighter Aircraft on Guadalcanal and Solomon  
Islands. From November 17, 1942 through January 
18, 1943 directed his fighters in action that resulted 
in 77 enemy planes destroyed in the air, 17 on the 
ground and 19 others assumed destroyed. His 
leadership earned him the Legion of Merit. He was 
also awarded a Gold Star for outstanding services 
in the Pacific theater of Operations from February 
15, 1945 through September 1, 1945. Jack served 
at the Cherry Point Marine Corps Air Station War 
College, 1946-1949; C/S, 1952-1953 and CG, 
1955-1956, National Wing in Korea. During the 
Korean War he was awarded a Second Gold Star 
for outstanding services from September 6, 1952- 
May 7, 1953 and CG, AirFMFPac, 1958-1961. 
Major General Samuel Sloan Jack retired and lived 
in the San Diego, CA area until his death on March 
25, 1983. He had two sisters and two brothers 
living in Glendale and the records show his home-
town as Glendale, AZ.  

The Society will hold its greatly anticipated and historic old-
fashion ICE CREAM SOCIAL on Sunday, May 22, 2016 at 4:00 
PM at   Manistee Ranch, 5127 W. Northern Avenue (enter off of 
51st Avenue).  It can been 

seen from the photo than Ruth Byrne enjoyed last year’s event - 
especially the ice cream!  
Join us at historic Manistee Ranch for this unique, one of a kind 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL. Enjoy home-made and other delicious 
ice cream with terrific fellowship. Bring a guest to experience 
this cherished Glendale tradition. Members are asked to bring 
ice cream (home-made if possible.)  We will supply dishes, 
spoons and beverages. You will have a “yummy” time. 



The final social event until 
the summer break is the 
May 22, 2016 annual       
Society’s Ice Cream Social 
at 4:00 PM at Manistee 
Ranch. In October our    
programs and newsletter 
will resume. The GAHS,  
office, from June through 
August, will be open       
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 11:00 am to 

1:00 pm for tours and business. Please call 623-
435-0072 to make an appointment. The Board met 
at their April 5, 2016 meeting and went over in de-
tail the major terms for the Pending Agreement 
with the City of Glendale for use of Sahuaro 
Ranch.  The Board approved the revised major 
terms of the agreement. This license agreement, 
which would need City Council approval, would 
transfer all GAHS wedding activities to the City of 
Glendale. The weddings have been over 70% of 
the Society budget and without the funds the     

Society cannot operate. The City of Glendale 
would compensate the Society on a monthly basis 
an amount similar to the funds received from   
weddings to provide historical tours and services 
for Sahuaro Ranch. The tour service would provide 
value to the city operations at Sahuaro Ranch. The 
Society would also provide docents for the major 
Sahuaro Ranch festivals and special events, group 
tours and school tours. The Society would need to 
have four free educational programs annually. The       
agreement will require an inventory of GAHS     
assets at the ranch and digitizing of historical    
materials. The city will help with staff and software 
assistance. The task for the Society is significant 
and very challenging in providing the paid        
Secretary and volunteers for these services and 
tasks. The Society’s focus will be solely preserving 
and promoting Glendale’s history. The Board asks 
for the membership and others to support the    
Society in this new chapter of the Society’s history 
after thirty years (1986) of facilitating weddings at 
Sahuaro Ranch Rose Garden.   

Ron Short, President 
Board of Directors 
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GAHS PIONEER MILLIE McGILL DIES 
Mildred McGill, known as “Millie” died peacefully at the Glendale Hospice of the Valley on 
March 21, 2016. Millie was an initial pioneer in starting and making GAHS a success over 
the years. She died at 95 years old. Millie was a hard worker, had a wonderful smile and a 
great sense of humor. She commented, in a joking manner, her driver’s license had just 
been  renewed and would expire on her 100th birthday. Millie attended the February 25, 
2016 GAHS meeting and after the meeting in talking with Millie she said I don’t know a lot of 
these young people- 70’s and 80’s and that she was one year older than Ruth Byrne who is 
94. Millie went to Glendale High School and Arizona State College and got married in 1939 
to Clyde McGill, who was an aeronautical pioneer. They moved to Southern California 
where Clyde worked for Lockheed Aircraft Corporation. After the war they moved back to 
Glendale area homesteading land north of Loop 101 and near the Hedgepeth Hills and west of the Black Canyon Stage 
road. They hand-made adobe bricks and built their house, hauled water and had limited electricity from a diesel        
generator. They became active as founders of the Church of all Christian Faiths, active in the John Birch Society and the 
Barry Goldwater campaign. Mille was active in many Glendale High School reunions. On their property, they developed 
the McGill airfield for light and ultra-light aircraft.  Millie and Clyde founded a successful mail order book store business. 
Clyde died in 1999. Millie continued her active support of various groups including the little known “Bailey Girls”. Millie is 
survived by her two children Judy Argetsinger and Gary McGill Sr., five grandchildren, eight grandchildren and a great-
great granddaughter. Thank you, Millie for your outstanding support of GAHS over the years. 
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The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidaigo with Mexico had set the United States-Mexico Boundary at the Gila 
River. John Russell Bartlett, Boundary Commissioner and his surveyors, led by Lieutenant Amiel Weeks 
Whipple, started in New Mexico and surveyed the Gila River to establish the exact boundary line. At the same 
time, a Mexican survey crew led by Francisco Jimenez also surveyed the Gila River. In November of 1851    
Bartlett arrived at the confluence of the Gila and Salt Rivers and found on a hill a large survey monument built 
out of stones on the Mexican side of the Gila River. Whipple connected his survey to that monument. In 1865 
John A. Clark, Surveyor General for New Mexico and Arizona selected “Monument Hill” as the initial point for  
surveys in Arizona. For six years from 1848-1854 the Gila River was the international boundary until the        
completion of the Gadsen Purchase in 1854. The first survey in 1867 was conducted from this point covering 36 
miles in five days. The original monument was destroyed by vandals and in 1984 a permanent concrete      
monument was built on the site. The photo showing Monument Hill is on the immediate east end of the Phoenix 
International Raceway. In 2002 the “initial point” monument was placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and it was refurbished in 2006.  

All of this history became very important to Glendale and its 
development. The “initial point” is the intersection of the base 
line and primary meridian (Gila and Salt River Meridian) 
north-south along 115th Avenue and the Gila and Salt River 
Baseline- the alignment of Baseline Road running east-west. 
From the ”initial point“ land is divided into 6-mile square 
townships, which are subdivided into 36 one-square-mile 
sections. Each township is identified by its position to the 
“initial point”. The entire state, except for a portion of the   
Navajo Nation is identified in relationship to the “initial point”. 

Pictured at right are twenty-one inquisitive GAHS members and guests at the 
March 28, 2016 program meeting in Manistee Ranch house. Ron Brewster, our 
advertised program, was ill and the doctors told him to reduce his activity. Beki 
Maynes stepped up and gave a fascinating talk reminiscing the various            
businesses and theaters such as the El Ray Theater (1937-1967, 500 seats) 
Beki went around the park naming the shops and bars. She recounted that her Dad would take her to a bar 
downtown and she had to wait outside while he had a refreshment.  The Glen Theater opened July 1, 1949 
with 800 seats and closed in June 1973. Martha Dennis coordinated the program and told the group in 1960 
“The addressing system was so confusing in the region that most cities agreed to one addressing system, 
except Peoria and Scottsdale.” 

Marty Cole shared her A&W car hop work experience at age 17. Mom said, “Be 
sure to wear a hat,” but that did not happen and Marty passed out with heatstroke 
while serving a customer. Carol St. Clair related a little known story that several of 
the male leaders of Glendale would work to get the Silver Pool ready each year. 
After the job was completed all of the men would skinny dip in the pool. Other 
Glendale natives at the meeting joined in with their stories and memories. Growing 
up in Glendale was indeed a happy time for kids with lasting memories. 



Glendale Arizona Historical Society 
PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 
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The Guest House at Sahuaro Ranch is scheduling its public tours between 1pm and 3:30 pm 
each Sunday afternoon by the Glendale Arizona Historical  Society from October to May. Call  
623-435-0072 to arrange group tours. (Last tour is at 3:00 PM) Schedule is subject to change. 

The Glendale Parks and Recreation Department conducts tours of the Main House on Thursdays,    
Fridays and Saturdays from11am to 2pm, and on Sundays from 1pm to 4pm. For more informa-
tion, or to arrange a group tour call 623-930-4201. 

The Historical Society conducts tours of the Manistee Ranch House and Office from October to 
May, on the first and third Saturdays of each month, noon to 4 PM. The last tour starts at 3 pm. 
The 2015-2016 season’s final tour date is May 7th.  

Tour fees: adults are $5.00, seniors are $4.00, ages 6 to16 are $1.00, and GAHS members are 
free. (Schedule and fees are subject to change.) Please call 623-435-0072 for group tours and 
schedule  information. Tours will close for the summer, and will resume in October. 

This newsletter is a publication of the 
Glendale Arizona Historical Society 

 

PO Box 5606 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 

The GAHS Office is located in the 
Sahuaro Ranch Guest House 

 
It is published eight (8) times per year, 

monthly — October through May 
 

GAHS Phone Numbers: 
Guest House Office: 623.435.0072 

Manistee Ranch Office: 623.931.8848 
Newsletter Editor: 602.770.8202 

 
GAHS E-mail: 

General Info: gahs73@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: gail@gcmeyers.com 

 
Visit our Website: 

www.glendalearizonahistoricalsociety.org 
 

Your Governing Board of Directors 
Ron Short…………….President 
Carol St. Clair…Vice President 
Jessica Koory………..Secretary 
Martha Cole………...Treasurer 
Gary Hirsch…………..Director 
Martha Dennis…….….Director 
Vesta  Roper…..…...…Director 
Rosemary Lynch….….Director 
Bud Zomok..……….….Director 
 

      The Glendale Arizona Historical Soci-
ety is designated as a Certified Historical 
Society by the Arizona  Historical Society. 
All Rights Reserved. 
 

Our next membership get together is 
Sunday, May 22, 2016 at 4 pm 

Manistee Ranch, 5127 W. Northern 
     Please enter the driveway to Manistee 
Ranch from 51st Avenue, just south of 
Walgreens.  Proceed through the parking 
lot, and continue through the open vehicle 
gate. Then keep right, and park along the 
dirt driveway. 
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