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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sat. May 20 9:00 AM 

CHANGE OF VENUE 

Martin Auto Museum 

4320 W Thunderbird 

$10.00 Admission Fee 

 

Mon. Oct. 23 6:45 PM 

Manistee Ranch 

“Bringing a Little Spice to  

Glendale” 

Matt Borowski 

As a continuation of our 50th anniversary, we are offering an opportunity to visit a local 
museum that shows how we have evolved with our personal transportation—the Martin 
Auto Museum. Our meeting on Saturday, May 20th begins at 9:00 a.m. in the museum’s 
Corvette Corner meeting room for an update on our Society’s activities, as this will be 
our last meeting for the season. We will also hear a brief history of the museum and how 
it ended up here on the northwest corner of 43rd Ave and Thunderbird Rd. Afterwards, 
you can exploreover 140 vehicles, including classic cars, hot rods, customs, imports, and 
much more. The Martin Auto Museum also has one of the largest collections of auto 
memorabilia, antique gas pumps, and signage anywhere. Please note, there will be a $10 
donation for each of our members attending this event. Additional information will be 
emailed out and we look forward to seeing everyone before we break for the summer. 

MARTIN AUTO MUSEUM   4320 W Thunderbird Rd. 

Saturday May 20th at 9:00 AM    $10 admission 

Please, note the new time, date, and place for this meeting 

Sometimes things are meant to be! Dr. Charles (Chuck) 

and Carol St. Clair retired from teaching in Michigan and 

came back to Arizona. At about the same time (1996), The Sands Family, City of Glen-

dale, and the State Historical Preservation Office had worked together to ensure that 

the Glendale Arizona Historical Society would own two acres of the Manistee Ranch 

property and the buildings. Charles Sands considers Chuck and Carol , along with their 

son, Rick, to be the guiding lights of the renovation of the property and buildings. Their 

expertise and attention to detail and historical exactness have enabled people from 

around the world to have insight into ranch life in the early days of our statehood. As a 

Glendale native with strong community ties, Carol along with Chuck not only oversaw 

the renovation, but also continued working well with city employees, business leaders, 

and community members through many years. Their P.R. helped in fundraising as well 

as obtaining Manistee's place on the National Register of Historical Places. 

Charles, Jennifer, and John U. Sands, in honor of Chuck and Carol St. Clair for their 

decades of leadership in the preservation of the Manistee Ranch buildings and history, 

donated a beautiful bee habitat at Manistee. Carol passed away on March 16th. Memori-
al donations in her name may be sent to the society office. 

CAROL ST. CLAIR 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
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Glendale Arizona Historical Society Hosts Vow Renewal 

On Saturday, March 18th, the Glendale Arizona Historical Society hosted a lovely marriage vow renewal cer-
emony at the Sahuaro Ranch Park rose garden and historic guest house. In celebration of the GAHS 50th 
anniversary, the ceremony featured 8 couples who had a connection to the City of Glendale, either growing 
up there or getting married there. The Officiant for the ceremony was Barrel District Councilman Bart 
Turner. Participating couples were: Gary and JoAnne Daye, Dan and Jodie Kallberg, Tom and Laurie 
Faulconbridge, Curt and Jodi Decker, Cary and Teresa Grant, Daryl and Jami Griffiths, Daniel and Stacie 
Kopa, and Samuel and Larsa Warda. The years of marriage ranged from 6 to 66 years. 

Brides carried  flower bouquets and walked down the aisle with their spouses. Each couple was introduced 
individually with their story, and then the couples renewed their vows together as a group. Invited guests 
shared in wedding cakes provided to each couple for the ceremony. The GAHS has facilitated more than 
2,070 weddings since 1988. Wedding ceremonies can be scheduled by contacting the GAHS. 

A thank-you to the sponsors of the event: Glendale Flowers and Gifts, The Spicery Tea Room, Valerie Burn-
er and Carlos Vargas. Much appreciation also goes to the GAHS Golden Anniversary Committee for their 
efforts in planning a memorable day: Lorraine Zomok, Nelda Crowell, and Martha Dennis. Also, thank you 
to the many members of GAHS helped make the day a success. 
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IT WAS A FUN TRIP FOR 50 CENTS 

From 1911 to 1926, The Phoenix Street Railway ran five streetcars from Phoenix 

to Glendale and charged 50 cents for a round trip ride. The Glendale extension 

opened on May 5, 1911,  and ran through the Orangewood District along Myrtle 

Avenue from 3rd Street to 51st Avenue and then, down to Glenn Drive and south 

on 58th Avenue to the Santa Fe Depot at Grand Avenue. It was a 70 minute run 

from Phoenix with stations at 15th Avenue (Orangewood), 37th Avenue (Stouts 

Station) and Glenn Drive Station. The line opened with cars #30 and #31. The 

cars were of the interurban type fitted with vestibules and express compartments. The cars were equipped 

with two thirty-five horsepower Westinghouse motors. Additional cars were bought for the Glendale exten-

sion. The electrical power was provided by a substation constructed at Third Street and Maryland Avenue. 

S.H. Mitchell claimed the extension would help build up the suburbs and increase land value in the district. 

Passengers could enjoy a scenic ride through farm fields, with desert and mountain views. Customers com-

plained that the cars were cold in the winter and there was no water or restroom facilities. The cars carried 

passengers, freight, express mail and farm products between Phoenix and Glendale. The increased competi-

tion with automobiles and buses reduced ridership and the Glendale extension service west of Central Avenue 

ended in 1926. 

Glendale, AZ historians and curious westsiders... join asylum historians during Mental Health Month at the 
Foothills branch of Glendale Public Library on May 7 at 2:00PM for a FREE author presentation on Martha 
Nasch: The Woman Who Never Ate, Drank or Slept for Seven Years. Book sale and signing to follow. It is 
presented by Jodi Decker who is a member of the Glendale Arizona Historical Society. 

GROWING UP IN GLENDALE 

   By Marty Cole  

Remember those ice-cold root beers on hot summer days? The Glendale A & W 
Root Beer Stand sat in the small triangle between Grand Avenue and what is now 
Orangewood, just a hop from the old Silver Pool where most of us spent our sum-
mer. Jim and Florence Patton ran the stand for years, just a small building with a 
gravel parking lot (no spaces, you parked wherever you could). The Pattons had a 
little trailer out back so they could rest between shifts. There were tables and 
benches outside, but most people stayed in their cars and waited for the car hops 
to come to them. 

Root beer was always served in ice cold glass mugs straight from the freezer in 
sizes Regular, Large and Baby (given free to little kids). Root beer floats, hot dogs 
and chili dogs were the only other items on the menu. I can’t remember what they 
cost, but it wasn’t much. 

The summer after my junior year in high school (1957) I was one of those car hops 
who ran back and forth between the cars and the stand. I worked from 11am to 4 
or 5 pm. My mother urged me time and again to wear a hat, but being a teenager 
I knew better. Then, one June day, as the temperature approached 116, I brought 
a loaded tray back to the stand, set it on the counter, and that’s all I remember. I 
woke up in the trailer with cold packs on my head. HEAT STROKE! I’m happy to 
report that I didn’t break any mugs before I passed out. I worked there the rest of 
the summer, but you know what? I wore a hat. 

(This article originally appeared in the April 2014 newsletter and is reprinted as part of the 
GAHS 50th Anniversary celebration.) 
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IN LOVING MEMORY 

Jane Bachmann 

Carol St. Clair 

NEW MEMBERS 

Vernon A. McDannald 

Harry Bonsall III 

Mark Bonsall 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Did you know that May is Historic Preservation Month? Our Golden Anniver-

sary Committee thought it would be a great idea to have the city make a procla-

mation, since we are celebrating our 50th Anniversary this year. I am happy to 

share that we are on Glendale's May 9th agenda! So please join us at the meet-

ing at 5:30 PM or watch from home on Cox channel 11, as we accept this recog-

nition on behalf of the GAHS. 

As an organization, we have to be aware of our financial well being. This 

year, we have planned on it costing just shy of $36,000 to cover our operat-

ing expenses. Historically, wedding fees have generated just over two thirds 

of that. Sadly, we have not rebounded to our pre-Covid booking levels. Your 

GAHS Board of Directors are researching alternative means of generating 

revenues so that we can continue our mission of preserving the past. We 

would love to hear your thoughts. 


