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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Christmas Party and Golden 

Anniversary Kickoff 

Mon. December 19 

7:00 PM 

 

Potluck Dinner and         

Election of Officers 

Mon. January 23 

7:00 PM 

 

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY KICKOFF 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY!                  
Monday, December 19, 7:00 p.m. 

Manistee Ranch 

It’s a party! The 2022 Christmas party promises to be a special fun event with par-
ty games, music, singing, decorations, and delicious desserts brought by the par-
ticipants. Members are encouraged to bring a special ornament for our holiday 
tree. If the ornament has special meaning for you, we invite you to tell us about it. 
This event will lead off a year of celebration with a variety of fun and informative 
activities planned by the Golden Anniversary Celebration Committee. 

The Nomination Committee will also reveal the slate of officers and directors for 
2023. Additional nominations can be made at the Christmas Party. The Golden 
Anniversary Celebration Committee with the help of Lannie Dewberry will con-
tribute to the Christmas festivities. This is a fun and important gathering to cele-
brate Christmas and the start of the historical society’s year-long celebration. 
Please bring your favorite dessert and an ornament for the tree. Also, bring a 
friend to help celebrate this joyous time of the year. 

 REMEMBER:  BRING YOUR DESSERT AND  ORNAMENT TO THE 
PARTY!!! 

  WANTED: Couples to Renew Their Vows for a                                
50th Anniversary Special Event 

On March 18 2023, the society is planning a special ceremony at the Rose Garden 
in Sahuaro Ranch for couples who wish to repeat their vows as part of the 50th 
Anniversary Celebration. If you wish to participate, please submit a short letter 
telling about your marriage and why you would like to be part of this special event. 
As many as five special couples will be chosen based on one or more of the follow-
ing: 

1. Married at the Rose Garden; 2. Or live in Glendale; 3. Or a Glendale resident. 
Please send your letter to GAHS, P. O . Box 5606. Glendale, AZ 85312-5606 or E-
mail gahs73@gmail.com. 

mailto:gahs73@gmail.com
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The Glendale Arizona Historical Society will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2023.  

The December 19, 2022, 7:00 p.m., Christmas Party will kick off the anniversary year 

with a festive celebration and, importantly, the Nomination Committee will recommend a 

slate of officers and directors for 2023.The election and installation will be held on Janu-

ary 23, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the annual potluck. 

I have had the honor to be on the Board of Directors, and later President for over ten 

years. I will be retiring from the Presidency and the Board of Directors after my term is completed on January 

23.. The prior President was Carol St. Clair, who did an amazing job for the society, and I was fortunate to      

follow her. It has been a pleasure to have served for ten years with outstanding board officers and directors and 

wonderful volunteers; together we have made great strides in preserving Glendale’s history.  Those 10 years 

have been busy as I researched and wrote 640 articles, developed and introduced 60 educational meetings and 

20 socials, facilitated 30 weddings, 10 student tours and spent at least 5,000 hours in administration activities. 

I was pleased to have been active in preservation advocacy helping to preserve the Thunderbird Field air con-

trol tower, hangar and Founders Hall as well as the Glendale Memorial Park Cemetery; unfortunately we failed 

to save historic Glen Lakes Golf course after years of intense debate. Thanks to the many program participants, 

we promoted Glendale’s history through numerous presentations that have been well attended.  I was fortunate 

to be able to  secure financial donations for the society’s operation and Manistee Ranch maintenance, and I co-

ordinated repairs and improvement to Manistee Ranch. I also worked with the City of Glendale to maintain Sa-

huaro Ranch, its rose garden wedding oval and the Guest House plus Manistee Ranch. It has been a great ride, 

and I thank each of you for the privilege of serving as your president. 

The society has remained functioning through difficult years, due to the wonderful financial help of Buzz Sands, 
Charlie and Jennifer Sands and others, including the Glendale City Council members and the Mayor who have 
made donations for Manistee Ranch and the operation of the Glendale Arizona Historical Society. The City of 
Glendale management and staff have been essential to the society’s success as we moved forward during the 
past decade in preserving and promoting Glendale’s history.  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

                                            HISTORICAL TOURS  

MANISTEE RANCH   1897 HOUSE 

5127 W. NORTHERN AVENUE (enter from the parking lot on 51st Avenue) 

Tours are conducted by the Glendale Arizona Historical Society docents from October through May: 
noon to 4 pm (last tour starts at 3 pm). Fees: Adults $5, Seniors $4, Veterans $4, Ages 6-16 $1,                                    
GAHS MEMBERS FREE.  The 2022  tour dates are the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the  month—
December 3, 17. 

SAHUARO  RANCH  1898 GUEST HOUSE 

9802  N 59th Ave.  Glendale AZ 

FREE  TOURS of the Guest House by appointment only: Donations accepted 

SAHUARO RANCH MAIN HOUSE      No  tours  until further notice 
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William Eubank’s life was characterized by a record of public service. Born to Erskine and Georgia Eubank in 

Phoenix in 1925, he and his 3 brothers grew up in Glendale, attending local elementary and high schools. Wil-

liam, who went by “Bill,” was most notably known for his long and successful service as a state Appellate Court 

Judge (23 years), appointed by Governor Jack Williams in 1961. He also served as Chief Assistant Attorney 

General for the State of Arizona.Bill demonstrated his commitment to service when, upon graduation from 

Glendale High School in 1943, he enlisted in the Army and subsequently received the Bronze Star for Meritori-

ous Service during WWII in the South Pacific. Bill served in the combat infantry. 

Upon his return, Bill attended the U of A, pursuing a law degree and graduating in 1952. After working in pri-

vate practice and for The Arizona Title Company, he began his career in the Arizona State Attorney General’s 

Office, eventually becoming Chief Assistant Attorney General under three consecutive attorney generals. 

Bill’s dedication to service went beyond his career endeavors. He also was a Board member for the West Valley 

Food Bank, a member of the Arizona Historical Society, a member of the Glendale Optimists Club, and led sen-

ior ministries at First United Methodist Church in Glendale. He won the Heritage Award in 1976 from the 

Glendale Optimist club in recognition of giving to others for the benefit of community and world. He also gen-

erously donated family and professional furniture to Manistee Ranch. Additionally, he served on the boards of 

the Glendale Boys’ and Girls’ clubs, Chamber of Commerce, and was a Boy Scout representative. 

Bill Eubank passed away on July 2, 2004. He was single and had no children; however, he left a legacy of ser-

vice to both adults and children in his lifetime. A quote from his funeral service said, “Bill will always be re-

membered for his kindness and unending love he gave to those he encountered.” 

HISTORIC GLENDALE CITY HALL 

Glendale City Hall is not yet 50 years old nor is it ready to be nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places, but it is a significant building in the city’s history. The City of Glendale hired native son Robert Sexton, 
who was president of the firm Varney, Sexton, Lunsford Aye Associates to design a civic complex that would 
cost $14.87 million. Robert played in Murphy Park as a child and his grandfather grew wheat near Glendale. 
City leadership wanted a new city hall to showcase what Glendale was and what the city should be. The city 
administration also wanted to consolidate city services within a building complex that would act as a focal 
point for downtown development and redevelopment. Mr. Sexton’s objective was to keep the building south-
western in character rather than a high-tech look. The municipal complex would consist of a 90,000 square-
foot municipal office building; adjacent to that a 180,000 square-foot four- level parking garage; an 18,000 
square-foot council chambers; and a grassy amphitheater for 350 people. The complex was designed to fit on 
the one square block site with the office building at a diagonal parallel to Grand Avenue. The southwestern 
character of the office buildings included stucco over steel with a copper-clad aluminum roof, double-paned 
sliding glass windows, sun-shades, and two levels underground. The color scheme was sandstone pink and 
steel blue, accented by copper. A shepherd’s crook appeared  as detail on the building interior and exterior. 
The Assistant City Manager, Martin Vanacour, said the building could support two more floors and the park-
ing garage another level. The complex was officially opened on December 4, 1984 when Glendale had a popu-
lation of 111,590 and was the sixth largest city in Arizona. 

JUDGE WILLIAM “BILL” EUBANK—A LIFE OF SERVICE 



P O  Box 5606 

Glendale, AZ  85312 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Glendale Arizona Historical 

Society is designated as a Cer-

tified Historical Society 
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IN MEMORY OF 

 

Dr. John Jones 

W. J. Murphy built the Arizona Canal between 1883- 1885 and started a land 
company to sell land south of the canal. He worked hard to convince people to 
come to Glendale. B.A. Hadsell, due to Murphy’s pitch, decided to be the ad-
vance agent for the Church of the Brethren of Illinois. In 1891, Hadsell brought 
70 Brethren families to Glendale. In 1892, Hadsell and Murphy filed the first 
plat called Hadsell Addition of thirty 20-acre lots located on a 640-acre section 
between 59th Avenue, 67th Avenue Northern Avenue and Glendale Avenue. 
This was the founding of Glendale, AZ. On December 31, 1892 the Brethren 
met at the corner of Orangewood and 59th Avenue to organize the congrega-
tion, in a wooden shack schoolhouse. Peter Forney presided and seventeen 
members attended. Peter Forney’s house, built in 1893, is in the photo. One lot 
was donated and another lot bought for $100. In 1896, Mr. Doner constructed 
a 26’ x 40’ building as their permanent meeting house at a cost of $733. The 
River Brethren were invited to share the building. They declined and built 
their own building. Many River Brethren left in the early 1900’s and sold their 
building in 1908. 

THE CHURCH THAT  

STARTED GLENDALE 


