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UPCOMING EVENTS 
at a glance 

Please Save these Dates 

ANN OWENS 
"1992 Marty Robbins Tribute" 

Monday, May 22, 2017 

Manistee Ranch 

“preservation of the past ” 

Fred Harvey 
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Glendale has ten historic districts and over 500 buildings listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Glendale Historic Preservation Commission will 
hold its 14th Annual Historic Preservation Tour on Saturday, May 6, 2017. 
Boarding of the motor coaches (two 45 passenger busses with restrooms) will 
be from 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. at the Glendale Civic Center, 5750 W. Glenn 
Drive, Glendale, AZ. The motor coaches will leave at 9:00 a.m. to take the 
participants for a trip back into Glendale’s glorious past and glimpses of its 
future. The bus will return to the Glendale Civic Center at 12:00 p.m. There will 
be the opportunity to tour inside an historic home and see unique historical 

sights rarely thought of. Please make reservations by calling Alexandrea Shaw with the City of Glendale 
Planning Division at (623) 930-2831. Light refreshments and snacks will be served and, of course, a rest stop is 
planned. The tour is sponsored by the Glendale Arizona Civic Pride Ambassadors. 

Victor Messinger, one of Glendale’s 
early businessmen and community 
supporters stayed single for many 
years, but even he got shot in the 
heart by cupid. Victor was born 
January 19, 1873 in Illinois to a 
family active in banking and farming. 
He went to grammar school in 
Illinois. He moved to Phoenix, AZ in 
1887 with his family and attended 
Phoenix High School for two years. 
He then went to Knox Academy in 
Galesburg, Illinois for one year and 
completed his education at Leland 
Stanford University in 1891. He 
started work as a helper in the H.W. 
Ryder Lumber Yard in Phoenix 
before college and after graduation 
was rehired and sent to Glendale to 

operate the Ryder Lumber and 
Building Material business located 
where the Crystal Ice Plant used to 
stand. The first Santa Fe railroad car 
of merchandise to the Valley was to 
Ryder’s in Glendale. Victor started 
the first library in Glendale using his 
own books and that of others to loan 
out. He became the first postmaster 
in Glendale and in 1910 the first 
town clerk for the Town of Glendale. 
He was a businessman, town clerk 
and postmaster - a busy person with 
little time for romance - or was he? 
Victor was instrumental in securing 
the gift of the site for the Women’s 
Club. He was on the speaking 
program for the dedication and it 
was here that Victor met Miss Lillie 

May Ellerd, a winter visitor to 
Glendale, who formed close ties of 
friendship among those who learned 
to appreciate her rare qualities and 
unusual accomplishments. Victor 
and Lillie May were married August 
23, 1924 in Clovis, New Mexico. 
Victor and Lillie constructed a home 
on a five - acre parcel immediately 
joining the city limits on the south, 

which they called “ Larkhaven”. 
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HISTORY OF THE GLENDALE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT  

Isbell Construction Company Airport 1959 Glendale Municipal Airport 1983 Glendale Municipal Airport Today 
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Reminder 

GAHS 

Ranch Tours End Soon for the 2016-2017 Season 

Sahuaro Ranch Guest House 

Manistee Ranch 
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