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UPCOMING EVENTS 
at a glance 

Please Save These Dates 

ANNUAL GAHS PICNIC 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 18, 2017 
11:30 am to 2:30 pm 

Manistee Ranch 

 
 

Monday, December 18, 2017 
7:00 pm 

Manistee Ranch 

“preservation of the past ” 

GLENDALE ARIZONA HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL PICNIC 
Saturday, November 18, 2017   11:30 A.M. TO 2:30 P.M. 

Manistee Ranch, 5127 W. Northern Avenue, Glendale, AZ 
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Manistee Ranch house built 1897 by William Weigold 
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On a pleasant evening, in the 
spring of 1904, a train had 
pulled into the Glendale Train 
Depot. Victor Messinger was 
upstairs in the Ryder Building 
reading a book. William 
Bartlett, surveyor (incidentally 
Bartlett Lake was named after 
him) sat in the Phoenix Train 
Depot. His mother had just 
gone outside to check on her 
chickens. A fellow named 
Norris living at Grand Avenue 
and Maryland was walking to 
his bedroom. A brakeman 
watched closely as a box car 
carrying 27 tons of dynamite 
pulled out of the station. 
Earlier a small fire broke out in 
that car, but they thought it 
was extinguished.  

Suddenly the fire flared up 
again and the brakeman 
quickly uncoupled the car, but 
a sudden bump occurred and 
the cargo exploded in a 
deafening boom. The 
brakeman was blown across 
Grand Avenue and he became 
deaf. Three men in his 
caboose ran for their lives. 
Messinger was thrown back 
across the room. Bartlett felt 
the concussion in Phoenix. 
Next to the exploding car was 
a car filled with railroad spikes 
and rails that flew over a 180 
acre area. Norris hit the floor 
and his wife’s lamp shattered 
in her hand. 
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Sahuaro Ranch Main House Sahuaro Ranch Guest House Manistee Ranch House 
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