Glendale Arizona Historical Societg

}meserszz(m J the fasz‘

- -
JANUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER ™~ * Volume 42, Issue 1

ALL TOURS, WEDDINGS

NFAYOR GEORGE RENNER

AND MEETINGS ARE CAN-
CELLED UNTIL FURTHER ‘
- “Lucky we were to have an ideal life growing up in Glendale with no
2021 locks on doors, swam in the canal and played ball in vacant lots”
George Renner, a native of Glendale was born March 7, 1946, in Phoe-
BOARD NOMINATIONS nix, but enjoyed the small-town character of Glendale where the police
Drccident Ron Short and most of the townsfolk knew you.

This article is based on two oral histories: The Central Arizona Project

Vice President Gary Sherwood : .
conducted an extensive oral history of George Renner on May 22, 2007. The Glendale

Secretary Jessica Koory Arizona Historical Society, through an oral history project funded by Charlie and Jen-

Treasurer Marty Cole nifer Sands, also made an oral history video at Manistee Ranch in 2020.

Director Nelda Crowell George attended Unit 1 elementary school and Glendale High School, graduating in 1963.
He remembers going on family picnics north of the canal and in what is now Thunder-

Director Jon Froke bird Conservation Park or swimming at the Silver Pool. The family took many weekend

Director Bill Greb trips to Prescott, taking the southwest access route. As a young boy he had jobs at Ba-

shas’ grocery, the Glendale Herald newspaper in the print shop and J.C. Penney’s.

ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS George attended the University of Arizona, majoring in marketing and graduated in

MAY BE SUBMITTED BY 1967. He had joined R.O.T.C. in college and enlisted in the army for three years. George
EMAIL BEFORE JAN. 25

worked for Union Oil for two years then joined the family real estate and insurance firm
in 1972. He was active with the firm for 33 years until 2005 when he retired.

George began his community involvement in 1972 by joining the 20/30 Club and the Ro-
tary. He joined the Chamber of Commerce and soon became a board member. A city

e ent’ : M a g e o | council seat became vacant and he was asked to fill that vacancy in 1976 by Byron Peck.
- He was re-elected in 1978 and ran for mayor in 1980, serving until 1992. George explains
George Renner 1 | “It was a wonderful opportunity, and I was extremely blessed to be in office at the time
-~ | withlots of other very dedicated and talented people, both fellow elected officers and
Anita Norgren 2 staff people. It was really very enjoyable.”
P - The major issues dealt with the transition from small town into a city, such as water and
Women S Suffrage 2 sewer infrastructure and transportation. Valley West Mall was a big issue with some peo-
... ple concerned the downtown would be impacted. The mall brought in over a million dol-
Marty Robblns 3 lars of sales in a year from Wards and Penney’s. George was proud of proposing the 2%
for public art in 1982 and establishment of the Glendale Arts Commission to select and
- provide locations for art. Other involvement was with Arrowhead Ranch, building the
TE|ePh°ne Ofﬁce 3 | city hall complex, Glendale Airport, the effort of Salvation Army to purchase the Glendale
‘ | Samaritan Hospital property, Sahuaro Ranch, the Main Library, Glendale Community
Manlstee Ranch ofﬁce 3 College, ASU West, Central Arizona Project, and the 300-foot-wide Arizona Canal Diver-
; ; . ‘ sion Channel. He feels that with growth it was a major objective to retain the small-town
Vehivte Tor 4 atmosphere and attitude going from a small town to a large city.




WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE RECEIVED EARLY BOOST

' In 1985 Glendale, Edna Brazill, 9o, pointed to her early contribution to promote

: woman’s suffrage. In 1912, Edna, 17 years old, wrote a graduating thesis called “The

' Value of Women’s Suffrage.” She stated, “There is a need for a woman’s influence and
. women’s work in politics. It would raise the status of womanhood. It does not seem

. just that the ignorant man should vote because he is a man and an intelligent woman
 is not allowed to vote because she is a woman. Certainly, unlimited suffrage should

| be extended to women of the United States, since it would raise the status of women,

v 27 strengthen home ties and ‘clean up’ government”. Edna Porch came to Arizona in
1918 and taught at the Adams school in Phoenix. She married J.S. Brazill and taught at Pendergast School.
She and her husband started the Brazill Funeral Home in 1926 in Glendale. She was active in the First
Methodist Church, Glendale’s Woman’s Club, Eastern Star, and Arizona Red Cross. She was an organizer
of the Glendale Woman'’s Business and Professional Club and employee of Luke AFB for 13 years. Her hus-
band died in 1974 when she was 79. Edna later moved to The Beatitudes.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE .

At last we are in 2021 and optimistic
about the financial future of the society.
The Board approved a 2021 budget of g

Anita Caryl (nee Failinger) Norgren was born
$32,390, which was reduced as much as August 10, 1930 in Tigerton, WI, attended local
possible. Line items such as insurance, schools and the University of Wisconsin where
telephone, newsletter, and salaries are ™ she earned a bachelor’s degree in Home Eco-
the main expenses. Wedding income is estimated at 25% less nomics. She married and became an Army wife
than budgetad in 2020. Donatians are sti.ll important in 2021 to for five years. She had three children before her
allow the society to keep operating. Meetings and programs will husband’s discharge. They moved to Phoenix in

be scheduled subject to the coronavirus situation and CDC . . .
. 1959 where Bill worked for AiResearch. Anita

guidelines. . .
- became a homemaker, had two more children
The Board of Directors slate for 2021 has been e—malled to the and became active in the community as a mem-

membership: President: Ron Short; Vice President: Gary Sher- 1 ... £« Phoedalian Women’s Club. the Re-

wood; Secretary: Jessica Koory; Treasurer: Marty Cole; and . . .
Directors: Nelda Crowell, Jon Froke, Bill Greb and Catherine publican W(?men 8 Cth a nd a hfe member of the
Glendale Arizona Historical Society. She was a

Morgan. Another board member, Martha Dennis, is serving a b e h ! h
continuing term. The Board has been vital to the ongoing oper- member and volunteer at the St. Paul Lutheran

ations of the society and each board member’s contributions are ChuFCh in Phoehix for 61 YCAIR. She enjoyed -
appreciated. playing poker with her children and grandchil-

dren earning the nickname of “Poker Polly.”
Anita enjoyed boating on Lake Powell and hik-

The society has a fund specifically for the repair and mainte-

nance of Manistee Ranch structures and grounds. This fund is i ot Batnbow Bridee. She b S
from member donations. The historic buildings and grounds i i e e

require considerable attention. John and Paulette Geurs, Bill Cheermg the local profeasmnal tea.ms. She is sur-
Greb and Larry Rovey have volunteered their time in 2020to Vived by her husband, Bill, five children, 17

help maintain Manistee Ranch. The City of Glendale, through grandchildren, 20 great-grandchildren and old-
the Parks and Recreation Department and Facilities Division, er brother Conrad Failinger.

provides excellent assistance. The Board hired J. B. Espinoza,
contractor, to make extensive repairs including: basement wall
repair, east porch leveling, arbor reconstruction, white wood
fence repair and painting, garage floor, molding repair and
painting, granary siding replacement and painting, outhouse
repairs, pump house repairs and the construction of a concrete
barrier to prevent cats from crawling under the porch. The
Board also hired Enterprise Security to install a new security
system for the Manistee Ranch house. During 2020, many of
the needed repairs were made, but more projects are to be done
in 2021.
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MARTY ROBBINS
RETURNS HOME

Marty Robbins loved Glendale and
& returned here to visit relatives and
friends in June of 1957. One of his
- first stops was Glendale Jewelers
to visit with his old friend Henri
Sanchez. Marty, now 31, was fea-
tured in the June 3, 1957 Time
magazine, which praised Marty as
a singer and composer. His song, “White Sport Coat
and a Pink Carnation”, brought him national fame.
Marty joined the Grand Ole Opry and became even
more popular. He had taught himself how to play
the guitar on the streets of Glendale and while in
the Navy. Marty Robbins is Glendale’s most famous
son in the music world.

GLENDALE'’S FIRST TELEPHONE OFFICE

The first telephone office opened on the second floor
of the C.L. Gillett Block/Glendale State Building at
58t Drive and Glendale Avenue in 1912. You can al-
most imagine the ladies on the second floor taking a
police call, opening the window, &=

and yelling down to the parked

patrol car. The telephone “Hello”

ladies also controlled the fire bell

for volunteers. Glendale had a

very basic and informal commu-

nication system at the start.
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TOUR IN YOUR VEHICLE
AND SEE THE PAST

The tours and activities at historical Sahuaro
Ranch, 9802 N. 59t Ave., and Manistee Ranch,
5127 W. Northern Ave., are closed until further notice, due to the Corona-
virus pandemic. The grounds of the historical parks are open to the public
to tour, but not the inside of the buildings. Get in your vehicle and see if
you can find and tour all Glendale historic districts listed on the National
Register of Historic Places: Glendale Townsite/Catlin Court, Floralcroft,
Northfield, 50th Avenue, Sands Estates, Glendale Tract, Glendale Gar-
dens, Thunderbird Estate/McDonald Addition, Myrtle Avenue Residen-

IN LOVING
MEMORY
Peggy Vise

tial, and Sage Acres. Each of the historic districts has a bronze plaque lo-
cated in the street rights-of-way telling the story of that district. Then on
another day find the following properties listed on the National Register of
Historic Places: Beet Sugar Factory, 5243 W. Glendale Ave; Glendale
Woman'’s Club, 7032 N. 56t Ave.; Glendale Grammar School, 7301 N. 58th
Ave.; E.C. Bunch House, 5601 W. Lamar Road; First United Methodist
Church Sanctuary, 7102 N. 58t Drive; C.H. Tinker House, 6838 N. 59t

Drive; Glendale High School Auditorium, 6216 W. Glendale Ave.; Jonas
Anita Norgren @

McNair House, 5019 W. Myrtle Ave.; George O. Dowdy Rental House ,
6818 N. 60t Ave.; First National Bank Building, 6838 N. 58t Drive. Learn
more and appreciate the wonderful history of Glendale, Arizona.




