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HISTORY OF THE GLENDALE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT
FEBRUARY 28, 2022, 2:00PM
MANISTEE RANCH, 5127 W. NORTHERN AVENUE
(USE ENTRANCE OFF OF 515T AVENUE)

The Glendale Elementary School District (GESD) was rated the best school district and the best place to work
in 2020 and 2021 in the Glendale Star “Best in Glendale” awards. Cindy Segotta-Jones was named superinten-
dent by the governing board after Joe Quintana retired at the end of the 2017-18 year. In addition to GESD,
Segotta-Jones has served in the Cartwright and Aldine Independent (Texas) school districts, and as an online
faculty member at Grand Canyon University. She holds a bachelor’s degree in elementary education/Spanish
from Adams State College and a master’s degree in elementary education from Arizona State University. In
2020, Superintendent Segotta-Jones received the inaugural Carolyn Warner Women in Leadership Award for
her outstanding leadership in educational service. She also has partnerships with the Historic Downtown Glen-
dale Merchants Association, Glendale Police Department Traffic Advisory Board, Glendale Rotary and Kiwanis
Club of Glendale.

Adriana Alvarado Parsons, Director of Communication, is a graduate of the Walter Cronkite School of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication at Arizona State University. She started in public relations with Fox sports and
news broadcasts for KSAZ-TV 10. She has worked with the Washington Elementary School District, Peoria Uni-
fied School District and Western Maricopa Education Center.

Superintendent Segotta-Jones and Adriana Alvarado Parsons will discuss the district history and point out the
major accomplishments of the district. This is a great opportunity to meet the staff of the district and gain an
understanding of its importance to the community. Refreshments will be served after the presentation.

2022 ANTIQUE ENGINE AND TRACTOR SH
SAHUARO RANCH PARK
9802 N. 59™ AVENUE

February 12, 2022 (one day only) 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Admission is a $5 donation per person
over the age of 12

The annual popular family event, the Antique Engine and Tractor Show sponsored by the Arizona Early Day Gas
Engine and Tractor Association, will be at beautiful Sahuaro Ranch Park on Saturday, February 12. There is
plenty of paved parking within easy walking access to the displays. There will be TRACTOR PULLS AND TRAC-
TOR PARADE, ENGINE DISPLAYS AND DEMONSTRATIONS, GARDEN TRACTOR EVENTS, TRACTOR
RACING AND PULLING, SILENT AUCTION, FOOD VENDORS, ANTIQUE CARS AND TRUCKS, HISTORIC
TOOL AND IMPLEMENTS DISPLAY AND KIDS DRIVE ALL DAY. THIS IS DEFINITELY A MUST-
ATTEND EVENT FOR ALL AGES.
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On July 11, 2006, the last remaining freestanding “unit building” of a complex of 34 detached school building units at the Glendale
Grammar School was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. In 1913, the school facilities were insufficient for the growing
community and a $25,000 bond issue was approved to buy 20 acres and build five buildings that would open in 1914.Territorial archi-
tect L. G. Knipe developed the “unit plan”. From 1913 to 1920 Glendale voters approved more than $190,000 for the development of
the 34-unit-plan classrooms including an auditorium, administration building, heating plant and domestic arts building.

In 1929, Glendale was featured in the nationally circulated The Nation’s Schools, a publication for teachers and school administrators.
In the article, Superintendent Howard W. Smith explained why the unit plan was superior to the usual concept of putting a large
number of classrooms in one building. He listed the advantages to be better lighting, ventilation, less noise, better health, reduced fire
hazard, flexibility in making changes to the unit plan and easier classification and changes. In the early twentieth century, the Glen-
dale Grammar School was the world’s largest unit-concept elementary school in which every class was in a separate building.

The unit buildings were being used into the 1970s, but as they started wearing out, they were gradually being removed, and only one
building remained. The little 1920 one-room classroom still stands proudly as a reminder of a bold and successful experiment in edu-
cational architecture, although 102 years have taken a toll on it. The exterior has kept its integrity, but there are three steel bands
around the top of the wall to stabilize the structure. Nevertheless, the interior still has the original materials.
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THE DEVELOPER WHO INPACTED GLENDALE

Developer Steve Ellman has made a permanent impact on the future of Glendale. He has been Chairman/CEO/Owner of Ellman
Companies since 1972. The company acquires, develops and operates mixed-use, retail, entertainment, office, hospitality and residen-
tial real estate. Mr. Ellman commented at a Glendale Chamber breakfast in 2006, "I have a long history with the City of Glendale” be-
cause in March 1978 he and Jerry Story opened an office in Glendale to operate the The Arizona Pennysaver.

Much later, on March 12, 2001, Mayor Scruggs, city council members, and city staff met with Ellman to discuss how to tear down a
blighted shopping center at 59t Avenue and Northern Avenue called Manistee Town Center,formerly Valley West Mall. It had opened
on August 30, 1973 with over 50 stores, including Montgomery Ward, the Boston Store, Bostrom’s and McMahan’s Furniture. J. C.
Penney relocated there from downtown Glendale. Arrowhead Towne Center opened in 1993 and J. C. Penney and Montgomery Ward
left Valley West for Arrowhead Towne Center. The mall was reduced to 17 stores and was sold to Louis Darwish with 4 stores remain-
ing. He renamed the mall Manistee Town Center after the adjacent Manistee Ranch residential development. The center got new
stores, and the movie theater reopened. In 1998, Darwish tried to relocate the Maricopa County justice court there and failed. The
stores closed in 1999. No retail was left -- only churches, a high school and a job center. One last name change came: Prosperity Mall,
the site of the filming of the 2001 movie Eight-Legged Freaks. Manistee Ranch historic house was also a filming location.

When the actors left, the City of Glendale bought the property for $11 million in May 2001. On November 17, 2001, the Glendale City
Council approved five memorandums of agreement to work with Steve Ellman, including the redevelopment of Manistee Town Cen-
ter, the Glendale arena construction and the mixed-use Westgate Entertainment District. On April 3, 2002, groundbreaking occurred
on the Glendale Arena with the first Coyotes game played on December 27, 2003. Northern Crossing, the redevelopment of the Man-
istee Town Center, opened in March 2004, two years ahead of schedule with Lowe’s and Walmart as the major stores. Mayor Scruggs
commented “This is all about economic development.”
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Henry B. (1842) and Catherine Hornish (1847) Lehman arrived in Glendale in 1895 with their children John (17) and Ray (11). Their
daughter Anna (24) had married Walter Pitts and came to Glendale in 1899. The Lehmans bought a ranch on west “C” Avenue
(Myrtle Avenue) known as the “founding fathers street” due to the many early River Brethren residents. They lived in a barn while
building a two-story brick home at 6423 W. Myrtle Avenue that burned in 1920 and was rebuilt and expanded after the fire. Their
son Ray lived in the house until his death in 1965. The irrigation ditch along the side of Myrtle Avenue was constructed in 1896 to
provide Arizona Canal water through Lateral 18 along the west side of 59th Avenue. The irrigation ditch is still in existence today.
The Lehman house was in the middle of a large farm with fields, orchards, vineyards and a grove of date trees. There was a barn for
chickens and cows and a small dairy herd that provided milk to residents. A windmill supplied well water for domestic use. Henry
was active in local business activities and became the first president of the Glendale State Bank (1909).

There are four contributing houses and an irrigation ditch and trees listed in 2009 on the National Register of Historic Places. The
black shaded buildings are contributing structures. The historic district is an example of informal lot splits. The depression stopped
subdivisions in Glendale for many years. The Pitts house at 6439 W. Myrtle was a parcel split from the original Lehman farm in the
1930s. Charles and Adelia Pitts built a large adobe home on the parcel in 1935. Adelia opened a flower shop in their garage that be-
came Adelia’s Glendale Floral Shop; by 1944 it was known as the Glendale Floral Shop. Charles joined her and they opened up a
new store in downtown Glendale. Adelia died in 1949. Charles operated the shop until his death in 1971. His son, Charles Carlton
Pitts operated the business until 1984.

In 1954, the E. L. Gruber underwear plant opened on the north side of Myrtle Avenue that for a time was producing the largest vol-
ume of men’s and boys’ underwear in the world. The plant started in 1954 with 30,000 square feet and was enlarged to 118,000
square feet by 1971 employing 1,200 workers, most of whom lived within 5 miles of the plant. Mobile home parks developed in the
immediate area eliminating the agricultural use. The area was annexed by Glendale in 1957 leaving the center of the Lehman farm
as it is today with a historic irrigation ditch and trees.
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HISTORICAL TOURS

MANISTEE RANCH 1897 HOUSE
5127 W. NORTHERN AVENUE (enter from the parking lot on 515t Avenue)

Tours are conducted by the Glendale Arizona Historical Society docents from October through May: noon to 4
pm (last tour starts at 3 pm). Fees: Adults $5, Seniors $4, Veterans $4, Ages 6-16 $1, GAHS MEMBERS FREE.
The 2021-2022 tour dates are the 15t and 314 Saturdays of the month on October 2, 16; November 6, 20; Decem-
ber 4, 18; January 15; February 5, 19; March 5, 19, April 2, 16 and May 7.

SAHUARO RANCH 1898 GUEST HOUSE

9802 n. 59TH Ave. Glendale AZ

FREE TOURS of the Guest House by appointment only for the fall
SAHUARO MAIN HOUSE—tours are cancelled for the fall
SAHUARO RANCH MAIN HOUSE No tours for the fall




This newsletter is a publication of the
Glendale Arizona Historical Society
PO Box 5606
Glendale, AZ 85312-5606
The GAHS Office is located in the
Sahuaro Ranch Guest House

It is published eight (8) times per year, monthly —
October through May

GAHS Phone Numbers:

Guest House Office: 623.435.0072
Manistee Ranch Office: 623.931.8848
GAHS E-mail:

General Info: gahs73@gmail.com
Visit our Website:
www.glendalearizonahistoricalsociety.org
Like us on Facebook

Your Governing Board o f Directors

Ron Short President
Gary Sherwood Vice President
Marty Cole. Treasurer
Jessica Koory Secretary
NeldaCrowell Director
Martha Dennis Director
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Bill Greb Director
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tified Historical Society
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Volunteers are critical to the success of the Glendale Arizona Historical Socie-
ty. The Society and Board of Directors are fortunate to have many dedicated
members and friends that help with the weddings, library, oral histories, Fa-
cebook, website, newsletter and Manistee Ranch maintenance. Nelda Crow-
ell, our Library and Research chair, manages our collection database and has actively enlisted the
help of several first-time volunteers. Recently, Kathy Goree volunteered to be administrator of
the Facebook page and work on the archive database. Cory Smith, Linda Armbruster, Debo-
rah Roseke, and Melanie Vukusich are also among our new volunteers in the library and ar-
chives. Bruce Newmark does an excellent job with the website. Other volunteers help produce
the monthly newsletter with articles prepared by me and edited by Nelda, Catherine Morgan
and Jessica Koory. Jodi Decker has also volunteered to help with newsletter articles. Marty
Cole then puts together a beautiful and interesting newsletter and sends it to the printer for
printing and mailing. John Geurs is working with the Daughters of the American Revolution,
Anasazi Chapter and the City of Glendale Parks and Recreation to develop a rose garden memori-
al for the Unknown Soldier at Manistee Ranch. The current rose garden will be elevated and
curbed, 21 white rose bushes will be planted, and a plaque will be installed. John and Bill Greb
have worked hard to identify and implement vital maintenance and improvement projects for
Manistee Ranch The Board is now working on plans to fix the broken irrigation ditch and bridge
near the office, removal of a huge dying pine tree and the replacement of all the signs at the farm
implement display and beehive with funding from Charlie Sands for the signage. Numerous
volunteers help with the weddings, which are vital in providing funds for the Society’s operations.
Educational programs are scheduled through May 2022 at Manistee Ranch. The Arizona Repub-
lic published an outstanding article on December 9, 2021, by Mary Wakeford on the historic Man-
istee Ranch with 26 beautiful photos. A summary article was in the tabloid publication. The Board
is deeply appreciative of the generous donations of both time and money to the society operations

and maintenance of Manistee Ranch




